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Sub-Dept. of Animal Behaviour (Zoology) 
High Street, Madingley
Cambridge, CB23 8AA
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Thursday 9 January, 2020 at 2.30pm in the Basement Seminar Room, Dept. of Zoology

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair), Elia Benito-Guitierrez Maria Cabrera-Alvarez, Alan Graham, Jo Keeley (NVS), Nigel Hall, Liz MacRae.

Apologies: Maggie Dinsdale (NACWO), Emilia Santos. 


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

1. Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held 19 September 2019 were approved.


2. Matters Arising
Howard Baylis reported that there did not seem to be any reason why Ian Millar should not help with Aviary etc repairs. Issue to be raised with facilities team in Zoology.

Card access problems: Access cards have not been issued but keys to another door have been given to Maggie Dinsdale.

Technical representation on the committee. Given the current staffing situation this was still not possible. 


3. Chair’s Report

Report on Facilities Operations and Management Committee:
As the Chair had not attended this meeting AG and EB-G reported. 

General Finance: Madingley is currently running at a deficit of £96,000 but with increasing capacity this should start to fall.
Overall, UBS finance has deteriorated from last year. There is the prospect of a commercial company using 3,000 cages in AMB which would extra income.

The AMB opened in September and work is continuing to build up stocks.
The Pathology facility closed in November 2019.
CBS and Phenomics are due to close on 30 March 2020.

4 HO non-compliance issues were reported, 1 received a Home Office letter of advice.
There is a new Home Office Inspector, Amita Shortland, who will be responsible for the AMB and Downing site areas.
Linda Noddings is continuing to be responsible for Madingley.

There was a fire at CBS in the early hours of the morning which was attended by the fire brigade and was thought to be caused by an electrical fault. 

New equipment being installed in AMG can only be reserved for use by users in that building.

New ASPEL is up and running, it is very quick and problematic free.

It was reported that Users feedback information is fed down to Users but they feel they cannot feedback to UBS and their views are not heard. It was highlighted that User Chairs play a key role here and they are the key point of communication of users to the FOM committee.
To improve speed of feedback to users it was suggested that post-meeting notes could be added into the draft minutes in relation to action points that require prompt attention.


4. Facilities Manager’s Report

i) Staffing:
We interviewed for a grade 3 post and Molly Richards, our new grade 2, applied for the post and got the job. We have offered Conner Dall (S3) who has been with us since June last year was offered the position which he has accepted, but the start date is yet to be agreed by HR. It has also been agreed that we can have another person, perhaps from agency/on apprenticeship scheme. HR are currently working to get this done by the end of January as we are struggling to cope with the workload and some routine cleaning of birds, etc. are being missed due to lack of time.

ii) Occupancy: 
Cichlids: There are 23 tanks in room 5. There are 7 small tanks in room 6 belonging to Eric Miska (Gurdon) and 2 large tanks belonging to Berta Verd who works with Ben Stevenson (Genetics).

Birds: There are 30 Eurasian Jays and 9 Rooks.

Mice: There are 190 cages of mice over two rooms (11 and 12).

iii) Equipment:
Unfortunately, our AC1400 cage wash is currently out of action and needs a new element and thermostat. The parts have been ordered and Allentown will fit them as soon as they arrive.  

iv) Health, Safety and Security:
We still have ongoing problems with the aviary doors etc. on site.
Estate Management arranged for Able Construction to do some repair work in room 14 due to plaster falling out of the wall.

The floor is lifting In F104 (Animal Unit) is a trip hazard and needs to be repaired as a matter of urgency. Maggie will contact Estate Management about this.

v) General Administrative Update:
Nothing to report.

vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee:
Nothing to report

vii) Requests for Facilities:
Nothing to report.

viii) Applications for Non-Regulated Procedures:
Application received from Alexandra Schnell, Maria Lanconsole. Object permanence in Eurasian Jays. Expires 30.09.22 Approved

Application received from Emelia Santos. Hybrid cross between two species to map pigmentation variation to genetic variation. Expires 30.09.22 Approved

Application received from Emelia Santos. Function of cichlid egg-sports on female choice and courtship behavior. Expires 30.09.22 Approved

Application received from Emily Danby, Jamie Dubois. Tool use and causal cognition in Eurasian Jays. Expires 30.11.22 Approved

Application received from Alexandra Schnell. Physical cognition in cuttlefish, Sepia officinalis. Expires 30.09.22 Approved

Application received from Elias Garcia. Tool use and causal cognition in Eurasian Jays. Expires 30.12.22 Approved

Application received from Andrew Gillis. Compare the molecular development of cartilage in gastropod molluscs and vertebrates Expires 30.10.22 Approved

Application received from Charles Agbor Emogor. Understand the ecology, specifically home range size and activity pattern of the White –bellied pangolin – Nigeria. Expires 30.11.22 Approved


5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Low pathogenic avian influenza was confirmed at a commercial chicken farm in mid-Suffolk on 10 December 2019. The Animal and Plant Health Agency has completed surveillance and confirmed there are no signs of bird flu in the restricted zone. From 8 January 2020, the restricted zone has been lifted. 
There is always an increased risk of avian flu in the UK from migratory birds in the winter months. We will continue to follow DEFRA biosecurity advice for the outside aviaries at Madingley e.g. placing bird food and water in fully enclosed areas protected from wild birds and remove spilled food regularly.

With Brexit approaching, possible consequences are still unclear. Users should allow extra time for ordering drugs, or importing/exporting animals or tissues.

Looking at all animal units around the University, while some S.C. 18 Notifications are being completed to a high standard, some are still giving inadequate information relating to steps taken to identify the cause of the problem or prevent recurrence of the problem in the future. Home Office Inspectors have stopped work continuing until they are satisfied with the report. 
The University’s 3Rs committee is now reviewing the number of SC 18 reports under every Project Licence, and paying particular attention to those that have a disproportionate number of reports filed, or repetition of the same adverse effect. The project Licence holder may be contacted as a result of these discussions.

		
6. Named Information and Compliance Officer Report 
Report attached.


7. User Reports
Fish
Knife fish: These have been moved into three smaller tanks.
Sticklebacks: These were used in the Michaelmas term practical which will be repeated again in Lent term at the start of February.
Cichlids: These are now housed in the Cory room using the old Knife fish tanks and a couple of spares. They are being used for a Pt II project.

Amphioxus
Everything is fine. There was an issue before Christmas when the air conditioning broke down but this is now working again. The amphioxus have now gone into hibernation.  

Corvid Group
The ERC grant will finish at the end of January and this means that Anna Frohnweiser and Alizee Vernouillet (Postdoctoral researchers) will be leaving.
Emily Danby (a BBSRC rotation student) finished her rotation at the end of December and Amy Hodgson will join us this term, also as a BBSRC rotation student.
Elias Garcia will start his PhD in January.


8. The 3R’s
Report attached.


9.  AOB
James Herbert-Read will starting working with fish in about 8 weeks’ time under a non-reg.


10. Dates of next meetings to be held at 2.30 pm in the Zoology First Floor Seminar Room.

Thursday 14 May 2020
Thursday 17 September 2020
Thursday 14 January 2020

Sub-Dept. of Animal Behaviour (Zoology) 
High Street, Madingley
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