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[bookmark: _Hlk207620029]Date: 30/09/25
Time: 2 pm
Present: James Herbert-Read, Maggie Dinsdale, Emilia Santos, Elisabeth Blunt, Sylviane Moss, Keith Savill, Karl Wilson, Alan Graham, Lisa Luke, Alan White, Rue Jones-Green, Helen Cooper
Apologies: Jo Keeley, Nicky Clayton 
Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

Minutes
The minutes from the meeting on 13/05/25 were agreed. 

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
Emilia Santos (ES) did not attend the meeting as she hasn’t been included in the mailing list. She has requested that she be added to the list for future meetings. Keith Savill (KS) has confirmed that ES has been added to the list. KS said there was nothing to report from the Facilities Operations Management Committee (FOM) meeting in May.

Facility Managers Report.
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.

i) Staffing
No change in staffing.

ii) Occupancy
Four Eurasian Jays have died due to bacterial enteritis.  All birds moved to aviary 17 and cleaned down and there have been no issues since.
A Leverhulme grant has been issued for a study of 24 magpies which will arrive during the breeding season of 2026. 
There will be Zebra finches coming to breed in the facility.

iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
The finch cages will be collected from Glasgow. Some of the equipment will need to be
put back on the service agreement and the humidifiers are going to be reactivated for
the finch work. 
The fire hydrant in the car park has been repaired.
The temperature was showing -33 degrees in the fish room on the Building Management
System (BMS) so the sensor needs to be replaced.

iv) Health, Safety and Security
There was an inspection on 1st July. The hazardous waste was mentioned during the inspection. A more regular pick up of waste is being arranged.
Face fit testing is up to date.
12 Leylandii plants were removed between the facility and the pub which did not cause as much disruption as expected.

v) General Administrative Update
Ongoing Direct Observation of Practical Skills (DOPS), Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), training records and risk assessments.
There was an increase of 3.5% for the annual costing effective from 1st August. 
If you are doing a non-regulated application, please make sure to get the form from the UBS website to make sure you are using the most up-to-date form.

vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee
There have been no updates on scheduled Home Office audits.

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.

Named Information Officer Report & 3Rs Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.
Alan White (AW) briefly summarised the report. The report includes and AWERB update, a piece on openness and information about the upcoming Big Biology Day at Hills Road College. There is also information about 3Rs guidance and updates and there is a newsletter coming out in October. The 3Rs strategy has been developed and is now published on the UBS website, the link can be found in the report. The report also mentions 3Rs drop-in sessions which are run by AW and Rue Jones-Green (RJW) and a Named Veterinary Surgeon (NVS).

James Herbert-Smith (JHS) group has published a paper which he will send to AW.

User Matters
JHS gave an update. In the marine lab there are still some Lionfish, Sand Eels, Catfish and Damselfish. There have been some catfish deaths but nothing of concern. The catfish will be euthanised by December. Maggie Dinsdale (MD) and Jo Keeley (JK) will need to get them signed off as they are an invasive species.
There is a master’s student starting that will be working on the Lionfish and Damselfish. Non-regs will be done for this soon.
JHS will be on sabbatical from 1st October for a year, Elisabeth Blunt’s (EB) team will be caring for the animals during this time.
There was a question about whether unique marking has been done with Lionfish. JHS sent the paper to the meeting attendees during the meeting.

Emilia Santos (ES) Fed back that the fish occupancy is the same. There are three new people joining to work with the fish so they will need to do Schedule 1 training. An amendment will be made to include the new members. 

EB fed back that there is a new scientific coordinator that has joined and is picking everything up well. 
There are now about 500 sticklebacks over four tanks. There is still one lone Cory that is about 7 years old.


Training
There is a new NTCO email address UBSNTCO@admin.cam.ac.uk which can be used for any NTCO related items such as practical forms that need signing off, exemption enquiries etc.

The new Training and Assessment webinars, which are good for new starters to get an idea of what the training and assessment requirements are within UBS, are running on 30th October at 10 am and 4th December at 10 am.

The next Researcher Assessor courses are on 14th October and 5th February.

The next Train the Trainer is on 27th November. 

All of the courses mentioned are via Zoom. All course dates can be found on the UBS website. 

When planning training and assessment, please ensure there is a DOPS at the beginning of the process. If there isn’t one, it will allow the Training Centre time to get one written.

There is an expectation that the UBS Training Centre is used for training rather than external companies.


AOB
No other business.

Date of next meetings: 20th January 2026, 2pm
                                        12th May 2026 2pm
                              22nd September 2026 2pm
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