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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Tuesday 21st September 2021 – 14:00 – MS Teams

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair), Maggie Dinsdale, Debs Flack, Alan Graham), Nigel Hall, Jo Keeley, Emília Santos, Keith Savill

Apologies: Mary-Ann Haskings, James Herbert-Read

Minutes: Sarah George

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mentioned: Nicholas Morrell, Elizabeth MacRae, Danny White, Michiel Plugge, Henri Bertrand, Amelia Phillips, Sophie Wildman, Tori Robinson, Emma Francis, Audrey Putman, Miguel Almeida

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 13th May were approved. 

2. Matters arising 
None.

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Howard Baylis (HB) reported on the FOM meeting held on 7th June. Some discussions took place about the briefings for users. Keith Savill (KS) confirmed the next one will be held on Friday 24th September and invitations were being circulated to all PIL and PPL holders by the UBS HR administrative team. KS will ask Maggie Dinsdale (MD) to circulate a link. 
The UBS finances are in a healthy state given the circumstances surrounding COVID-19. 
At the time of the FOM meeting, the prices on X5 were out of date. HB was unsure if they have since been updated. A price rise was restrained to reflect the difficulty which came from the pandemic. 

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
Nothing to report. 

· Occupancy
There are currently 33 corvids. Over the last couple of months 1 rook and 1 eurasian jay have had to be euthanized. 
Room 5 has 24 tanks of fish. Room 6 has 16 small tanks but 2 large tanks will be added. 
There are 67 cages of mice for Nicholas Morrell’s rederivation programme. Approximately 100 pups have come through which have been genotyped and will be set up for superovulation. He could be out of the unit by the end of December.

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
All of the equipment servicing is up to date. 

· Health, Safety and Security
There are 36 bait boxes across the site but there have been issues with wildlife moving the boxes and eating the bait. The bait has been taken away and traps have been laid in the boxes. 

· General Administrative Update
All dates for the 2022 user meetings have been set and can be found at the end of this document.
MD queried if anyone will be replacing Elizabeth MacRae. HB confirmed there will be but he is currently in the process of working out the role. 

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
The PPL Writing Course is now seven videos available to watch on Moodle. 

· Requests for facilities
None. 

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
A lot of non-regulated procedure forms and renewals are being received, these have gone to AWERB. MD reminded users that the forms need to be renewed every 12 months. They should be submitted in plenty of time. 
MD was informed by Danny White that the electric fish in Zoology have been rehomed. In this instance, permission was not asked. MD has requested the details of the individual who has rehomed the fish as she and Jo Keeley (JK) are required to write rehoming letters. MD noted that this is one of the reasons why it is good to have a contact in Zoology to liaise with. HB will arrange a new contact.

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. 
JK noted that the Animals in Science Regulation Unit is being re-organised. There will no longer be specific Home Office Inspectors for each unit. Instead, there will be 3 teams covering regulatory advice, compliance assurance and licensing. This is meant to increase consistency but has not been the case so far. JK has circulated information on how to submit reports to the Home Office and asked for her and MD to be copied in. 
Michiel Plugge (MP) will be attending a meeting regarding Standard Condition 18 reports. The outcome of this meeting will be circulated as soon as possible. MP is also happy to raise any questions provided by users. 
There will be changes to the NVS team in the near future. Henri Bertrand is going on secondment and Amelia Phillips is starting her maternity leave in December. Cover is being arranged. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
DF reported on changes in the UBS office. She has taken on the role as Licence Manager and Sophie Wildman (SW) has been employed as the new Named Information Officer. SW will try and attend all user group meetings from now on. 
DF noted there have been problems with restraint devices for mice and the advice is to acclimatize mice where possible.

7. User Reports
Fish: Nigel Hall (NH) reported that the new stickleback room (1O2A) has been set up with 4 new tanks and filters running. 3 of the tanks are occupied. The teaching technicians will be going fishing soon for more stock for James Herbert-Read’s (JHR) practical but are waiting for the temperature to be cooler.
Room X6 has been cleared out and is ready for the amphioxus. The water system has a leak and an engineer is due out to fix it. The facilities team still need to clear out some old tanks and racking. 
Three new tanks have been set up in room X7 for the cichlids, bringing the total to 24 tanks in the room. 
AG tried to visit the fish room in town but could not get in due to the lock being changed. NH noted the lock is controlled by Tori Robinson. HB will contact Emma Francis for access. 

Amphioxus: Nothing to report.

Cichlids: Emília Santos (ES) reported more fish are coming in which will hit full capacity. 
A Standard Condition 18 report was submitted due to deaths after repeated anaesthesia. This has led to the methods being refined and this information will be shared.

MD noted that JHR’s Marine Facility is now up and running in the Austin Building with 16 lionfish and 300 sand eels. MD will capture some videos and pictures to send to DF. 

Audrey Putman (AP) was working under non-regulated in Room 6 and started to notice craniofacial changes to some fish fed on the algae diet. This was brought to the attention of AWERB and it was agreed that Miguel Almeida would write a project licence for this regulated work. This has now been approved. 

Corvids: Nothing to report. 

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
DF noted the content is this section is likely to be different from January. SW would like to visit all of the facilities and is keen to produce videos to help with openness. 

9. Any Other Business
None.

Date of next meetings: 
Thursday 6th January 2022
Thursday 12th May 2022
Thursday 1st September 2022
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