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[bookmark: _Hlk207620029]Date: 20/01/26
Time: 2pm
Present: Emilia Santos (Chair), Maggie Dinsdale, Elisabeth Blunt, Sylviane Moss, Nicola Clayton, Alan White, Alan Graham, Pilar Browne, Jo Keeley, Keith Savill. 
Apologies: Helen Cooper, James Herbert Read, Oscar Branson
Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

Minutes
The minutes from the meeting on 30/09/25 were approved.

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
The Chair had nothing to report.

Facility Managers Report.
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. There were no questions about the report.
Madingley is currently very busy. There are a lot of meetings taking place to organise the magpies coming in and meetings with the MRC about the zebra finch work.

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. The report states that the last reports of avian influenza were found in Norfolk however, last night there was reports of high pathogenic avian influenza in Suffolk. There haven’t been any cases in Cambridgeshire yet and biosecurity measures should be followed so it doesn’t get into our birds.
In Bedfordshire there have been cases of swans and fowl with avian influenza.

Named Information Officer Report & 3Rs Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting and there were no questions about it. The Cambridge Festival is coming up on 28th and 29th March. It is the family weekend where there is the chance to engage with the public. If there are any volunteers that can spare any time at all, please contact Rue Jones-Green, NIO.

User Matters
The genetically altered fish were culled from tanks L9 and L10 yesterday.
An expression of interest has been submitted for the corvid work to continue. £20,000 has been raised which means the work can continue until October 2027. There are schemes in place to raise more money.
The ravens and rooks were on the One Show on Friday, and the jays will feature on Winter Watch on Wednesday. In the future the cuttlefish will feature on the One Show.
It is hoped the magpies will be on the Leverhulme grant in April. Three magpie nests have been found so far, there will be a hunt tomorrow to see if any more nests can be found.
Cassandra, the rook, died at the weekend.
The cichlid occupancy remains the same. There was some algae growth found that was suspected cyanobacteria. Measure have been taken and the tank is now doing well.

The catfish were culled in November last year; damselfish will go into those tanks. There are currently about 500 sticklebacks. They were used in practicals in October and will be used for more practicals in February. Then the Principal Investigator will let us know if they are to be released or kept.

Training
Training and Assessment FAQs are now available on the University Biological Services website on the resources page of the training centre section.
The next Train the Trainer course will be on 5th March.
The next Researcher Assessor Course will be 5th February and 18th June.
The next Nominated Assessors Course will be 16th April.
The next Service Technician and Support Staff Course will be on 19th February.
The list of Training and Assessment Webinars can be found on the website. These are drop ins and a chance to ask questions about training and assessment and using MCMS for training and assessing.

AOB
There was no other business.

Date of next meeting: 12th May 2026 2pm
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