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Date:      13th of May 2025
Time:      2pm
Present: Sylviane Moss (SM) Chair, Maggie Dinsdale (MD), Keith Savill (KS), Alan Graham (AG), Elisabeth Blunt (EB), Jo Keeley (JK), Rue Jones-Green (RJG), Helen Cooper (HC),

Apologies: Nicky Clayton (NC) and Oscar Branson (OB)

Mentioned: Sally Anne-Thomas (SAT), Eric Miska (EM), Emilia Santos (ES), David Robinson (DR), Zoe Thomas (ZT),

Minutes: Toni McEvoy

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Madingley / Zoology 13th May 25

Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 29/01/25 were approved.

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
There was nothing to report from the FOM meeting. 

Facility Managers Report.
i) Staffing
There are no changes to staffing.
ii) Occupancy
21 Corvids. 5 Rooks, 16 Jays
Emilia Santos has moved from Madingley. She has left 1 small tank in room 5. This is being looked after by Miska Group.  Room 5 and 6 Miska group total of 10 large and 16 small 
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Madingley been supplying other facilities with bottles and cages for rodent work. These are no longer required. MD is looking into the equipment for a WEEE collection. 
iv) Health, Safety and Security
PAT testing has been carried out. SAT visited on 01/05/25. There will be an Inspection on 01/07/25. The process of what to do with the fish cadavers was discussed. The Miska group have been taking theirs to Biochemistry. Items belonging to ES still need to be disposed of. Someone has been in to look at the flooring in various places across units as this is a trip hazard. They are coming back tomorrow. Lighting issues are being addressed MD is waiting for feedback regarding this. The issues regarding the Celsius bug that was found in the water system in the plant room has been resolved. Unplanned fire evacuations need to be added to Assessnet. DR from Estates Management has been given a list of jobs by MD and is working his way through this.


v) General Administrative Update
 DOPs and risk assessments are on-going with staff and new users coming into the facility. There will an increase in charges from 1st August. MD will inform everyone of these changes once the information is made available.
MD reported on behalf of the users who were absent A decision on NC’s grant application for the Magpie work is expected by the end of June. One of OB’s Blennies died in coral tank. MD has advised him on what to do going forward. 
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. The new NVS Zoe Thomas will be starting on 2nd June. It has been reported by the government that there have been very few cases of Avian influenza recently so because of this the housing measures are being lifted. 

Named Information Officer Report (NIO)
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. The openness information is being collated. If any researchers have been open to the public, spoken at any event or anything like this, please could you contact RJG at tj222@cam.ac.uk as this would be very helpful for the evidence that will be sent in. 

User Matters
JHR – There are sand eels, lionfish, catfish and damsel fish remaining in Zoology. There have been a few sand eel and catfish deaths. Damsel fish have been bred. These have come from 2 different sets of parents who have each had 1 batch. 1 batch has around 11 fry and the other has around 80. JHR requested that the supervisors be copied into non-Reg applications when they are returned to the applicant, so they are aware the work has been approved. 

The 3R’s 
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. There was nothing additional to add. 

Training
HC started by thanking MD for all the work she has put in to getting everyone’s DOPs assessments signed off. All the outstanding training reviews are now complete. The next researcher’s assessor course will be held on 05/06/2025. This training is for any researchers who would like to become trainers for their group. There are also Training and Assessment webinars. These are aimed at anyone who is new the University and it gives and introduction to the training and assessment process. This is also an opportunity to ask any training related questions. You do not need to book to attend this training. A Zoom link for the webinar can be found on the UBS website Training and Assessment Webinars | University Biomedical Services (UBS) where you can also find dates. The next webinar will be held on 21/05/25.

AOB

Date of next meeting: 30th September 2025 at 2pm. 
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