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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 13th January 2022 – 14:00 – MS Teams

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair), Maggie Dinsdale, Alan Graham, Nigel Hall, Jo Keeley

Apologies: Mary Ann Haskings, Sophie Wildman

Minutes: Sarah George

Mentioned: Sylviane Moss, Maggie Gentry, Karl Wilson, James Herbert-Read

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on the 21st September were approved. 

2. Matters arising 
Access problems to the fish facility on the New Museums Site have been resolved. AG will accompany MD the next time she visits. 
Sylviane Moss has been appointed as the new laboratory and facility manager in Zoology. She will be invited to the next meeting. 

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
The next user briefing is being held on the 21st January at 10am. An email should have been circulated. 
PPL holders have been contacted to help with AWERB meetings, to which a positive response has been received. However, more lay members are required. Any suggestions of suitable people should be sent to Maggie Gentry. 
Discussions took place regarding sharing study plans and SOPs. It was agreed this was a positive idea. 
The avian work at Madingley is due to finish by the end of July 2022 with all aviaries shut down by the end of the year. Future provisions will be needed for the cichlid facility. There are internal matters in Zoology which need to be resolved before discussions can start with Karl Wilson. It was suggested that those discussions should be open and will involve everyone affected. 

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
Molly Richards and Connor Dall have left the university. Sharon Pickering is currently helping at Madingley and has settled in well. Stuart McIlroy from S3 also joined on the 4th January. 

· Occupancy
There are currently 32 corvids. 
Room 5 has 24 tanks of fish. Room 6 has 16 small tanks and 2 large tanks. 
There are currently no mice as the study has finished. 


· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
There are a few issues which are being managed. 

· Health, Safety and Security
MD has been asked to go on a 3-day first aid course. There is also a possibility that somebody in Genetics might take the course. 
JK and MD noticed a lot of clutter outside the fish area in Zoology There is a concern it could cause health and safety issues and does not give a very good first impression. NH agreed to show SM round the area to help resolve the problem. 

· General Administrative Update
Camtral will be shut down slowly and user accounts will be locked. Everyone should now be uploading training and competency records on to MCMS.
On this agenda, the 3Rs section has been incorporated in to the user section. This will be raised at AOC. 

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
None

· Requests for facilities
None

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
The forms have been updated and uploaded to the UBS website. It was asked that new or renewal requests are sent 2 - 3 months in advance as so many have to go through AWERB. There is an ongoing urgent request. MD suggested that HB could write a supporting statement to be sent to MG. 
Since the last meeting, 10 new applications for overseas work and work outside of the University. Also 10 renewals/new applications within the University have gone through AWERB. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
JK noted the UBS website is being revamped and any suggestions should be sent to SW. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. 
The University has won an openness award for the best animal research website.  

7. User Reports
Birds: MD and JK are currently working on a rehoming programme with the Clayton group for the rooks and Old Jays. 16 of the younger jays will be put through a release programme by the end of October 2022. 

Fish: Room 102a has 4 large tanks of sticklebacks and will be ready for a practical in the middle of February. Room X7 has all tanks up and running and are all nearly full. Room X6 has had all of the old equipment cleared out and should be set up by the weekend.
General cleanliness will be improved. 
James Herbert-Read has now 16 lionfish, 10 Spiny Chromis and 400 sandeels in the Austin Building.  He wants to do identification (visible implant elastomer) on some of his fish which would have to be carried out under a Project licence. He will consider one going forward.

8. Any Other Business
None

Date of next meetings: 
Thursday 12th May 2022
Thursday 1st September 2022
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