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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 12th May 2022, 15:00 – MS Teams

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair), Maggie Dinsdale, Alan Graham, Jo Keeley, James Herbert-Read, Sylviane Moss, Emilio Santos, Miguel Almata 

Apologies: Keith Savill, Karl Wilson, Nigel Hall

Minutes: Fiona Cooper

Mentioned: Maggie Gentry, Karl Wilson, Elia Benito-Gutierrez


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology (Madingley) 

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 31st January 2022 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
NH and HB checked the clutter outside the fish area in Zoology. They hope it has improved after a tidy-up but there are a few areas which are out of their control. They are keeping an eye on those. 
HB thanked the users present for their attendance and confirmed he will email all users regarding attendance at these meetings. 

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
HB reported that there was concern that users did not have a clear view of how the governance of UBS worked and how each of the committees fed into each other. HB explained how the committees linked and interacted with each other and he confirmed he would chase up further guidance from Karl Wilson and Keith Savill. 
HB reported there was a discussion around the suggested 3.8% price rise for users within the facilities this year which was recognised as a reasonable increase. In regards to research grants the research office reported a delay in the increase in the X5 costings to reflect this price rise which is a concern and has been fed back to the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research.  
A new post has been created within UBS and part of their responsibility will be to look at a five year roadmap for UBS facilities and how they can be utilised to their full potential. 
Facility still to close at Madingley. HB has met with Karl Wilson to discuss next steps for the Cichlids; they are currently looking at space in the Zoology department but discussions are ongoing. The aim is to avoid disruptions to anyone’s work.    

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
MD reported that two members of staff have left the department and there is now a new team including three brand new technicians. MD reflected that this was a positive change as they are very enthusiastic. 
· Occupancy
MD reported that there are currently 32 Corvids and the facility is at full capacity in regards to the fish. 
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Due to the closure of the facility there is available equipment although some has been earmarked 
for other facilities. MD is asking around to see of anyone can make use of it. 
· Health, Safety and Security
MD is no longer completing the First Aid course as she will be moving from Madingley when it closes. One of the genetics team has done a one day first aid course so will be able to help cover when IM is off site. MD has gone through the fire safety training and identified that the bird facility staff and Miska group have all completed this but there are other members of Zoology for which it is still outstanding. SM confirmed she would coordinate her staff and any new members to ensure they complete this. 
MD reported that for those users completing Schedule 1 procedures who do not hold a Personal Licence they will need to complete the Function D course that is on Moodle. 
MD requested that if Project Licence Holders are going to be away from the facility for longer than 3 months then it is important they leave someone else in charge or a local contact whilst away. It is also important that they let MD and Maggie Gentry know who this person is and leave contact details for them. MD also noted that it would be helpful that if anyone is going away even for a few weeks she should be made aware of this and should be informed as to who will be responsible for the animals and this also includes non-regulated work.  
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
N/A
· Requests for facilities
N/A
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
MD reported that she is having to chase users in regards to the renewal of their Non-Regulated Procedure Requests but it is actually the researcher’s responsibility to keep track of these and complete their paperwork in good time. This was discussed and HB suggested this may be done by Zoology staff in future. 
NH reported that the Sticklebacks have been released back into the wild. ES is to add two more new tanks into the Cichlid room.  MD reported that the rehoming and release of the birds is going well; Two homes for the older Jays have been found and a third person is coming in next Friday to see if they would also be able to offer a potential home if needed. Someone who should be able to transport the rooks to France has also been found. Sixteen young Jays are currently completing trials for release. Fifteen are on track to be released in October. One may need to be rehomed. 
The administration around Non-Regulated Procedure Requests will need to be looked at in the future. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting


6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting 


7. User Reports
JHR raised the issue of the discovery of disinfectant sprays and hand soap in aquaria rooms whilst he was away. He and SM are in discussion regarding appropriate operating procedures. MD confirmed that such items, containing chemicals, should not be kept or used in the same room as the animals and steps have been taken to rectify this including, moving the location of the bleach and plants now being put on a plain wash in the dishwasher. 
Elia Benito-Gutierrez who currently works with the amphioxus will be moving to another institution
There is a potential fellowship holder who may want to work with the amphioxus.  
ES reported that UBS previously ordered consumables for the facility but this may not be the case anymore, so a mechanism needs to be put in place to ensure the ordering and pick of the goods is completed. MD confirmed that she may still be able to do the ordering if time permits but IM may need to do the pick-up. SM to discuss with IM and MD. 


8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting


9. Any Other Business


Date of next meetings: 1st September 2022
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