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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 11th May 2023, 14:00, MS Teams

Present: Howard Baylis (HB) (chair), Maggie Dinsdale (MD), Alan Graham (AG), James Herbert-Read (JHR), Jo Keeley (JK), Sylviane Moss (SM) 

Apologies: Nicky Clayton, Nigel Hall, Emilia Santos

Minutes: Fiona Cooper

Mentioned: Nicky Clayton, Nigel Hall, Emilia Santos. 


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology 

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 12th January 2023 were approved. 


2. Matters arising
None


3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Howard Baylis (HB) confirmed he did not attend the most recent FOM meeting. Alan Graham (AG) informed the committee that the new pricing animal charges were approved and will take affect from the 1st August.

HB confirmed he would be stepping down as chair after this meeting. Emilia Santos will be the new chair. 


4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing – Maggie Dinsdale (MD) informed the committee that they are currently advertising for a grade 5 deputy to support her role. There are two Mira staff working with the rats and mice at the moment; they have two permanent members of staff and one agency staff member. MD reiterated that there is still a struggle to recruit staff although this is a facility wide issue.  
· Occupancy – MD informed the committee that there were currently 26 corvids. 
Fish room 5: 12 large tanks and 12 small tanks. 
Fish room 6: 2 large tanks and 14 small tanks. 
Rodent: 141 mice cages and 46 rat cages all IVC
· Equipment – All PAT testing was completed in April so this is up to date. The facility has been able to make use of some equipment that has come over from the recently closed Anatomy facility. 
· Health, Safety and Security – MD confirmed Able Construction have finished their work. There is however still rat activity that is damaging the work that has already been done. There is also now an issue with squirrels, where they are pulling bait out of the boxes. There are also badgers and foxes trying to get into the aviary so MD is meeting with the Pest Control company next week and will update users in due course. She did explain that they have suggested better maintaining and clearing of area around the aviary is needed. 
During a recent storm a roof tile came loose on the F104 Building so there is limited access down the side of this building until it can be fixed.
MD explained that the WIFI issues are still ongoing. MD confirmed that an asbestos survey needs to take place before any further action can be taken.
MD reiterated the price increase of 5.8% for animal costs would come into effect on the 1st August. 
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications – MD confirmed there are several Non-Regulated Procedure requests coming through at the moment. Since the previous meeting the Non-Regulated Procedure request template has been made accessible to all users on the UBS website. MD reminded users that when making a request they should always take the form from the website as it is periodically updated and if users use an old version it will be returned. HB requested MD distribute this information to users. HB commented that the Non-Regulated Procedure requests seemed to become delayed once they had been booked into an AWERB meeting although he did appreciate that the committee have many items to review. MD confirmed she would be having a meeting with the UBS central office to discuss ways of speeding up this process. The committee agreed that they would prefer if Non-Regulated Procedure requests were renewed every two but preferably three years rather than the current yearly process that takes place. MD agreed to follow this up. 


5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the committee. Jo Keeley (JK) explained that UBS are currently working on a new version of the Non-Regulated Procedure request template. 


6. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the committee. 


7. User Reports
MD explained that Nicky Clayton is currently on sabbatical. Because the birds are going into early moult (due to the weather) MD and the two students will take the opportunity to do some re-ringing. 
MD informed the committee that the bird flu restrictions will stay in place for the foreseeable future to protect her birds on site.

MD (covering for Nigel Hall) explained that herself and JK had signed off the sticklebacks for release. A new batch will most likely arrive in the summer. Work is ongoing in Room 110 so that Emilia Santos (EM) can move her animals in. Sylviane Moss (SM) confirmed that the room should be ready by early summer. 
MD and JK visited James Herbert-Read’s (JHR) new rooms which were good.

JHR informed the committee that all his animals were fine. They took receipt of 300 striped eel catfish today which are currently acclimating to their tanks. JHR explained that they had a 3 year permit to keep these fish which came with strict conditions including, restricted access to the room they are kept in. The damsel fish will also be moving into that room for a new study. JHR requested that the room should be made accessible only via access card to ensure only those staff who are authorised and qualified can enter the room. SM and HB agreed and SM will follow up. 

JHR thanked MD for all her help with the Non-Regulated Procedure requests. He reiterated support for a 3 year renewal system for these requests. 


8. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the committee.


9. Any Other Business
New chair of committee as noted above.


Date of next meetings: 7th of September 2023
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