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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
13th May 2021 – 14:00 – MS Teams

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair) (HB) Maggie Dinsdale (MD), Jo Keeley (JK), Alan Graham (AG), Emília Santos (ES), Elizabeth MacRae (EM), James Herbert-Read (JHR), Nigel Hall (NH), Elias Garcia-Pelegrin (EGP)

Apologies: Keith Savill (KS), Elia Benito-Gutierrez

Minutes: Fiona Cooper

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Madingley


1. Minutes
After several minor changes the minutes from the meeting held on 7th January 2021 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
None

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Howard Baylis (HB) reported that attendance at the Users Forum this year was poor it is to hoped that the next forum (date to be confirmed) will be more fully advertised. There has been a review on pricing and HB reported that next year this would be limited to the rate of inflation at 1.65%. HB noted that aquatics are currently undergoing a review although this did not include cichlids. HB highlighted the importance of PPL holders retaining thorough and up to date training and competency records. These can be requested by the Home Office (HO) at any time and are important when training is up for renewal. 

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Maggie Dinsdale (MD) reported there were no new staffing updates. 
· MD informed the users that there are currently 35 corvids and 39 cichlid tanks.
· MD reported that the Oliver Douglas cage wash has failed and that it is currently too costly to replace. Therefore technicians are currently washing cages in the sinks. MD had spoken to Keith Savill (KS) regarding the purchase of a pressure washer but is currently holding off on purchasing this.
· MD reported that she has completed her Health & Safety Fire Warden course and asked the committee if they knew the date of the next Health & Safety course. Currently it is scheduled for June but there is no specific date yet. Elizabeth McRae (EM) confirmed she would check.
· MD reported the facility had several Project Licence applications that have been submitted to the HO. She anticipated that they would be approved shortly. MD informed the committee that Dr Audrey Putman (AP) will possibly need to write a new Project Licence application for some non-regulated work she is currently undertaking. The AWERB committee will review ES’s Project Licence amendment application next week.
MD confirmed that Dr Anne-Marie Farmer (AMF) has moved to the Health & Safety division. Maggie Gentry (MG) is now the director of welfare for UBS.  
· MD confirmed that the Honeybee work has been located elsewhere however there is potential for the facility to be used as a ‘dirty mouse facility’ due to Anatomy closing down in the next 12 months and this work needing to relocate. 
· MD reported that the AWERB committee has renewed the Davidson non-regulated work for another 12 months and that several other non-regulated procedure forms have been submitted. 

Action: EM to check and confirm the date of the next Health & Safety course. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Jo Keeley (JK) reported that the HO recommended that Standard Condition 18 reports (SC18) be sent off within 72 hours and that a reminder has been sent round to users. The HO were actively encouraging researchers to investigate and complete post mortems when a SC18 is reported. JK acknowledged the difficulty in performing cichlid post mortems and requested that if animals are found dead to inform her so samples could be sent to histology. JK reported that a new non-regulated procedure form had been circulated to researchers.  

6. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. Debs Flack (DF) thanked researchers for the speed in which their Return of Procedures (ROP) were submitted this year. She informed the committee that researchers with PPLs due to expire in 2021 would find a new link in the HO letter from which to send in their returns. DF asked that researchers still follow the returns process as well and send their information in to UBS HO Licencing. It is likely that in the future returns will be submitted directly to the HO through ASPeL however, this has not been finalised yet. 

7. User Reports
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fish. Nigel Hall (NH) reported that there are currently 14 tanks of Cichlids in the room where the cories use to be housed and they are looking to expand to another 13 tanks in that room. The electric fish have moved from room 102a and are now being looked after by the teaching staff in the elementary lab. This has freed up space in this room, which has just been refurbished with a new chiller unit and new tanks and racks. This means the Sticklebacks can move in there from room 7. These new tanks will be easier to maintain. 
Amphioxus. Nothing to report.
Corvids. Elias Garcia-Pelegrin (EGP) reported that there are currently two PHD students working with the Corvids. 

8. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

9. Any Other Business
None 

Date of next meetings: 9th September 2021
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