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Sub-Dept. of Animal Behaviour (Zoology) 
High Street, Madingley
Cambridge, CB23 8AA
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Thursday 7th January, 2021 at 2.00pm via Zoom

Present: Howard Baylis (Chair), Elia Benito-Guitierrez, Alan Graham, Liz MacRae,  Elizabeth MacRae,  Emília Santos, James Herbert-Read, Rachel Miller, Nigel Hall, Karl Wilson

Apologies: Maggie Dinsdale, Jo Keely, Sarah Manley

Minutes:  Lorraine Folbigg


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Zoology

Prior to the main business of the meeting the chair and committee thanked Diane Pearce for her long standing support of the committee.

1. Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held 17th September, 2020 were discussed.  One comment regarding fish required amendment then approved.


2. Matters Arising
None


3. Chair’s Report

Report on Facilities Operations and Management Committee:

The first UBS forum took place in November, only a few attendees. Need to better publicise the next one.

Finances challenging due to Covid and AMB delay, all facilities are still running at a deficit.

Following the review of the response to the Covid lockdown report, feedback is expected at the next FOM Committee meeting.  The Madingley lockdown was as effective as possible in the circumstances.

4. Facilities Manager’s Report


i)	Staffing
Sarah Manley has been covering during  Maggie’s absence on the day to day running of the facility and has done an excellent job, Maggie has just started her phased return to work.  The safe space team have visited the facility and approved the operational changes so despite lockdown it is business as usual.  Staff have received a supply of Lateral Flow Tests for self testing twice a week..
i)	Occupancy
Cichlids Room 5 – Currently have 24 tanks in this room.
              Room 6 – 13 small tanks under Eric Miska
Corvids, we currently have a total of 35 birds across the aviaries, with no recent loses
iii)	Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Some remedial works have been undertaken on the Aviary’s to replace some rotten wood and roof supports have been replaced and reinforced.  UBS is compiling a list of redundant equipment that is no longer being used that could be of use to other facilities and research groups.
iv)	Health, Safety and Security
Some of the high wooden beams in the aviary’s have been replaced by EM as a priority as these were seen to be a H&S issue.
It was noted that an annual sum is paid to ED for such maintenance.
v)	General Administrative Update
The HO annual returns are now due and PPL holders should submit these to UBS in good time for submission at the end of January
With the end of the HO invoicing year being 31st March if there are any personal licenses to be revoked the signed form should be submitted by the PIL holder in time to process by UBS admin team.
Henri Bertrand will be standing in for Jo Keeley as NVS for a few weeks as she is on sick leave.
vi)	Report from AWERB Operations Committee
All of UBS training courses are now online, for people undertaking PIL courses they will have access to the notes for the first two weeks of the month, the course will run the 3rd week of the month and the exam will be in the 4th week
vii)	Requests for facilities
Request to house 7 netting cages of 1.5 m wide by 1m depth and 2.5m high for honeybees from the Department of Biochemistry, these could be accommodated in room 12 or 13 in the Avian building but the Department do have several options to consider


vii)	Non-Regulated Procedure applications
Several Non regulated protocols have been seen by AWERB and authorized for both fish and bird work, some are still awaiting AWERB consideration

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report

No report available due to sick leave.  Alan Graham reported that there had been a few issues with fish dying but that treatments had been effective and that two tanks were still in quarantine and isolation measures had been taken so that equipment is not moved or used between tanks. A problem with one corvid te morning of the meeting had been resolved.

6. Named Information and Compliance Officer Report 
Report was previously circulated


7. User Reports

Fish

Cichlids – as previously reported there had been an issue with fish dying following a shipment from another University.  Deceased specimens were analysed and found to have died due to an unspecified bacterial infection.  Have now amended ways of working to prevent a recurrence i.e. each tank to have its own equipment..  More fish to be moved to town soon.  This will only be healthy fish and phased during lockdown.  The department van will be used for the transport.

Other fish – 5 electric fish.  500 Sticklebacks originally collected for a practical that will not now run but will be used for filming. Unused animals will be returned.  Tanks are being prepared for the transported fish. 

Amphioxus
There had been an issue with the air conditioning unit,.  Engineer reports rust falling in machinery and causing obstruction and failure of equipment.  Installation an improved chiller improves robustness but discussions about the air-con problem are ongoing


Corvid Group
All birds OK.  Currently have five students working with them.  Reports on bird use is  being sent to Alan and Jo on a monthly basis and to AWERB every six months.
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8. The 3R’s
Report was previously circulated


9.  AOB
None


10. Date of next meeting - Thursday 13 May 2021
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