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[bookmark: _Hlk207620029]Date: 20/10/25
Time: 11am
Present: Jenny Gallop (Chair), Nicola Goodwin, David Lando, Rue Jones-Green, Sophie Kimpton, Harry Fisher, Julia Mason, Diane Hazlehurst, Sam Jameson, Thomas Blake, Helen Cooper
Apologies: 
Minutes: Toni McEvoy

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Gurdon Frogs

Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved and no further comments were made. Jenny Gallop (JG) welcomed attendees to the first official Frog User meeting. Maintenance work in the facility is no longer taking place next to the frog rooms. It is possible that future work will take place close to these rooms. 

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
JG attended the last FOM meeting and updated the committee on the concerns of the frog users regarding the building works. Frog users have been exploring washing machine matting to be used underneath the tanks to absorb vibrations. 

Facility Managers Report.
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. JG asked Nicola Goodwin (NG) about the plan for raising more froglets and when this can begin. NG said there are already several froglets that have made it to the adult stage. Every lab in the last six months has reduced their colonies, so the facility has been left with surplus females. Some of which have never been used. Because of this NG has been apprehensive about raising more as there are already more than is needed. NG assured JG that there is a plan in place and the froglets will be there when they are needed in two years’ time. 

i) Staffing
ii) Occupancy
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
iv) Health, Safety and Security
v) General Administrative Update
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. Zoe Thomas (ZT) has joined UBS as the new vet. There was a recent loss of an egg-bound female. This happened a week after a procedure. This is something can happen, but it is rare. This is not a concern for the whole colony. Harry Fisher (HF) informed the committee that there were three similar cases in 2023, and one is 2024. 



Named Information Officer Report & 3Rs Report
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. Astra Zeneca are holding an in vivo symposium on 27th November. They are looking for animal technicians, named people, PhD students and early career researchers to submit a poster or do 15-minute oral presentations on their work. If anyone is interested, please contact Rue Jones-Green (RJG) and she will be able to give you the relevant contact at Astra Zeneca. 

User Matters
JG discussed the possibility of performing injections later in the day. RJG said this was something that happened historically but due to various changes within the facility this stopped happening. RJG suggested joining a group called Xen Care. This an email group for technicians and researchers from around the world where you can send questions and ask for help and suggestions. RJG is going to add JG to the list. The was a discussion about alternative diets. 

Training
NG will be checking to ensure MCMS is up to date. If there are any gaps is records NG will be contacting users to update DOPs assessments. 

AOB

Date of next meeting: 19th January 2026
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