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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 5th September 2023, 14:00, MS Teams

Present: Ben Steventon (BS), Angeleen Fleming (AF), Sarah Williams (SW), Stephanie Telerman (ST), Elena Scarpa (ES), Milka Sarris (MS), Michiel Plugge (MP), Sam Jameson (SJ), Lubos Chvostek (LC), Rue Jones-Green (RJG), Helen Cooper (HC)

Apologies: None

Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

Mentioned: Nicola Goodwin (NG), Rosie Foster (RF), Mary Ann Haskings (MH)


University Biomedical Services User Committee – 


1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting were not distributed prior to the meeting, so were not agreed. 

2. Matters arising
No maters arising.

3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Nothing to report. There was a conversation about how the minutes are distributed and it was agreed they will be distributed after the meeting, rather than before the next meeting.

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
Nicola Goodwin (NG), Facility Manager, is on maternity leave but will be back on Fridays from October.
There is one senior technician and one animal technician there is a new junior technician who is fully trained and just waiting for assessments.
Rosie Foster (RF) has resigned so the position of Deputy Aquatics Manager is being advertised. Rue Jones-Green (RJG) and Sam Jameson (SJ) stepped in to cover. There have been delays with sperm freezing due to staffing. Sperm freezing should resume in October and more staff will be trained in it.

· Occupancy
Nursery occupancy is at 20% and the main room is at 30%

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
The system service is due in October. A new system pump has been purchased which is now on standby.

· Health, Safety and Security
There was nothing new in the health screening.

· General Administrative Update
Wild type breeding will take place from September/October. They are housed in AMB. 
Users have been putting the date on the fin clip trays and it has been working well. There are new 1.4 litre tanks which can house from 2 – 7 fish, these are housed on rack 15. Lubos Chvostek (LC) can provide some wild types and artificial plats for enrichment if anyone has low numbers of fish. 
Nursery survival has been good recently with weeks of 98% survival.

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
No report given.

· Requests for facilities
No requests.

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
None discussed.

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Zebrafish have been added to a list of concerns for import as there is a potential risk of them carrying a certain disease. This may cause difficulties with importing them. Michiel Plugge (MP) will contact the screening company to find out which suppliers will test the fish before import.

6. Named Information Officer Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. 

7. User Reports
There was a conversation around Zoology applying for a fish facility and whether they should be included in the Users meeting. Zoology attends the Madingley Users meeting. (RJG) will look into setting up an aquatics specific committee meeting which will start once a year, increasing to more if needed.

Thanks were extended to (LC) and the technicians for keeping everything running and minimise the impact of low staffing levels.

There was a conversation around having a deposit of fish and whether there would be financial implications. It was agreed that this would be mentioned to (NG) on her return, and it was suggested that Portsmouth University may be able to do this if the University of Cambridge do not allow it. It was proposed that a UK wide network meeting could be set up first. It was suggested that the committee take a look at network grants from the BBSRC to see if there could be anything available for funding a UK-wide Zebrafish network.



8. The 3R’s
Not discussed.

9. Any Other Business
A reminder that if you are carrying out Schedule 1 you are required by the Home Office to be on the Euthanasia Register. You need to make sure you have been deemed competent following a DOPS assessment. The assessment then needs to be added to MCMS. You need to go on and endorse the assessment, nobody else will be able to do this for you. Your assessment must be in date. You will then be on the Euthanasia Register. Please check your records on MCMS and endorse any that are on there. Contact Helen Cooper (HC) or Mary Ann Haskings (MH) if you need more training.

There is a Researcher Assessor course running on 31st October. There will be more dates next year. Once you have completed this course you will be able to DOPS assess any procedures that are part of your work.

On the Training Centre website there are some flow charts that show the training and assessment processes. You will need to log in and you will be able to view them under Resources.

Date of next meetings: TBC
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