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Date: Thursday 11th May 2023
Time: 2:00pm-3:00pm
Title: Users meeting for Downing Site Aquatics 
Location: MS Teams 

Present: Lubos Chovstek, Angeleen Flemming, Rosie Foster, Nicola Goodwin, Michiel Plugge, Amelia Race, Milka Sarris, Keith Savill, Elena Scarpa, Benjamin Steventon 
Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Aquatics
Minutes

The committee agreed on the minutes from the previous meeting.

There was a discussion over petri dishes and Angeleen Flemming (AF) was going to raise this at the next biological safety meeting and send an email to Phil and Karen, there has been no feedback on this yet. 
Room 23 has now been added to the establishment license.
	
Chair’s Report – Benjamin Steventon (BS)

Nothing to report.
Milka Sarris (MS) reported that in the last FOM meeting there was some discussion about the road map. Kajsa is currently talking to users about reframing the UBS roadmap. The next FOM meeting is on 5th June. 

Facility Managers update – Lubos Chvostek (LC)
LC reported that occupancy in the main room is 32%, it is 8% in the nursery and quarantine is still empty.
There was a service conducted and there were no issues. They replaced both RO pumps and both pH probes. Still waiting for total gas pressure probes to be installed. The engineers suggested starting to think about budgeting for new system controllers. They are currently about 14 years old, the usual life is about 15 to 20 years old. The floors will be painted in the injector room and corridor next Thursday and Friday so there will be no access in the afternoons. There is a new incubator in the injector room. Screening has been done and no new pathogens have been found.
A reminder to keep an eye on the age of the fish so they can be culled when they reach the age stated in the PPL. There are small buckets by the entrance to each room for culling fish. If the buckets are empty they can be filled up with the carboy. There are also tanks in each room with tricaine for excess embryos.

Dead fish have been found in breeding tanks. An email has been sent about this. We are now trying to reduce numbers in breeding tanks. There are spare tanks in the cupboard above the bench in A12.
If users bring dishes for a nursery incubator and technicians add to the system, please double check it has been entered correctly so the necessary changes can be made if there are any errors. 

Nicola Goodwin (NG) shared that a new database will be introduced to PDN this summer. It’s the same database used in AMB and LMB. It should be a lot easier to use than the current one and users can view fish stocks from anywhere and you can set alerts for fish age for example. There will be training when the system is up and running.


Named Veterinary Surgeon Report – Michiel Plugge (MP)

No concerns. 
There is a new non-reg form on the UBS website.
 

Named Information Officer and 3R’s Report 
This was circulated by email prior to the meeting.



User Reports 
There was a discussion around couriers and importing and exporting fish. Benjamin Steventon (BS) explained it is becoming an increasing problem in the field because it is important experiments can be reproduced with the same fish lines. It would be good to see how other facilities are tackling the problem at the moment. There was a conversation around negative experiences with World Courier with particular difficulties with paperwork. Experiences have been better with Impex. MS was querying whether it would be possible to transport fish themselves rather than using a courier and it was agreed that it could be possible in the UK but advice would need to be sought from the Biological Safety Officer. Another person would need to be on hand in case anything happened to prevent the person moving the fish from getting them to their destination. Moving fish outside of the UK could pose issues with paperwork as each country will have its own rules. It was suggested that MS email the border inspection vets for advice.

MS suggested it would be helpful to have a database that all labs in the UK could search to see which labs have which lines.BS said he would see if there is any interest with his contact in Sheffield. MS will bring it up in a meeting in London.

BS had a query regarding the composition of the E3 media made in the facility. NG to email the SOP to attendees. 

AF had a query from a user. The group screen their own eggs and put them on the system. Sometimes new transgenic lines that have been injected do not look as healthy as a wild type, but it is known they will all survive. AF wanted to make everyone aware of this and it is what they are expecting so they should not be sorted again.
NG mentioned that the fish would be culled if they are not behaving normally unless it states in the project licence that it is how they are expected to behave. Wording is different in all of the licences so a way of streamlining it should be found. If this refers to an animal under five days old the Home Office wouldn’t consider them capable of independent feeding so they would be better to stay in the incubator.

MS mentioned that the survival rate in injected fish is likely to be lower and suggested that because of this a standard condition 18 report isn’t needed every time. NG explained that another researcher amended their PPL recently to include some lines having a higher fry loss, up to 30% and in the amendment it was explained that this was based on data from previous stocks. NG will send the data to MS so a column can be added to show if they had been injected and with what so a percentage can be found and the licence can be amended.

AOB 

[bookmark: _GoBack]MS queried whether there should be lab coats in the fish facility or if users should come in their own. It was agreed some lab coats should be purchase for the specific aquarium use and that they should be coloured, there is a kitty for things like that. The lab coats go to stores to be laundered. If there is a risk to anybody they will be autoclaved before going to stores.

NG will send out the UBS out of hours SOP shortly.


Future Meetings

Date				  Time		         Venue	



	7th sept
	2pm
	MS teams 



[image: ]

The Anne McLaren Building 
90 Francis Crick Avenue 
Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
Cambridge 
CB2 0BA 
image1.jpg
UNIVERSITY OF
"%“ CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image2.jpg
< ON Opg,,
o e,

o Cong
9%,

2

5 &
iy wo

»
1 gues




