﻿SR comments 31 1 2017


Sec C fine

Sec D. This gives sufficient detail of the drugs that will be used to affect kidney function etc, but also refers to furher techniques that should be explicit in the protocol and not included in “drugs”, eg glucose tolerancae tests. Make these separate steps in the protocols.

Some steps of importance wrt welfare are glossed over. What does densitometry imaging involve?

Describe the “telemetry” surgery in more detail, what is actually going to be done here and how do animals respond? ( I am mainly concerned about aortic cannlation and intra abdominal telemeters, with which I have encountered serious problems in the past). I think it likely that this should have a separate protocol to cover only expts that involve this major surgery .

Protocols General. Do not refer to Mild severity or Moderate adverse effects etc. Moderate ranges from slightly more than mild to almost severe, and so gives no real indication of what is involved. Instead simply refer to what will happen; if no adverse effects are reasonably expected in a step then simply say that, rather than saying they will stay within mild.

Protocol 6.

As above, telemetry should have already been described or give brief details here of exactly what is involved and address end points clearly. I am not sure what is actually involved, but if it is major surgery then make a duplicate protocol for the studies that include this and remove it from the less severe protocol that will not include it.

The end points at the end seem irrelevant. Why would animals lose 15% wt  on this protocol, other than from complications of surgery.

Make another protocol to separate out the low severity essentially non-invasive studies from the much more invasive expts that involve telemetry surgery.

P7 fine

Protocol 8. As above densitometry. Does this give any cause for concern? How long are animals anaesthetised for and how often?

Remove irrelevant text eg surgical adverse effects when there is no surgery.

The NTS requires some additional information to accurately reflect will be done to animals, eg the surgery and imaging
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