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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 19th May 2022, 11:00 – MS Teams

Present: Alan Graham (Chair) Chris Brown, Sophie Wildman, Amy Warner, Panagiotis Tourlomousis, Amparo Guemes, Alejandro Carnicer, Miguel Goncalves, Piero Mastroeni, Chao Zhao, Jo Keeley, Paul Tonks, Stavros Vagionitis, Sophie Kimpton, Jenny Bartley


Apologies: Clare Bryant

Minutes: Toni Lund

Mentioned: Mary Ann Haskings, Eleanor Speak, Craig Forest, John Beech


University Biomedical Services User Committee – MIRA

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting were approved. 

2. Matters arising
No matters arising.

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
New costings for the coming year have been reported. Increase above inflation, this is because UBS have already been quoted at an increase of 10% on most consumables. Mira at an operation loss of £90,000 which is down £4000 on last year. 
A strategic coordination manager has been appointed in to post who will oversee the current and future needs of the facilities. 

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 

· Staffing
Eleanor Speak has been promoted to Theatre Senior Technician role. G2 vacancy will hopefully be filled this month interviews have already taken place. Craig Forest has been appointed as a Senior Service Technician, he brings with him a wealth of experience and has worked as an animal technician previously
 
· Occupancy
Animal numbers dropped due to Covid but they are now rising. Some large grants have recently been granted with that brings the hope for more animal numbers. 

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
There is a Photon Microscope in Mira that belongs to RxCelerate however if anyone feels they may have an interest in using it then please contact John Beech at RxCelerate. This does mean that C-41 on the back corridor is now half the size in order to incorporate this. It is still useable as a procedure room and there is also an IVIS Bioluminescent & Fluorescent Scanner available.

· Health, Safety and Security
There have been no accident or incidents since the last meeting. Covid restrictions have now 
significantly relaxed, mask are now optional in the building in communal arears outside the barrier. 
CB thanked everyone for his or her diligence and efforts during that pandemic for helping to keep 
themselves and everyone else safe during that period.  
There is a HO audit due, but it is not known when this will be. Everyone needs to ensure all their 
training records are up to date on MCMS and if staff are unsure how to use it, please contact Mary 
Ann Haskings for training on how to use the system. 
There have been some concerns raised about people not tunnel handling mice. If you would like training on this or think any staff members could benefit from some extra training, Mira staff are happy to provide as many training sessions as you would like. There is an animal handling DOPS that all users should be signed off as competent in. please let CB know. 
FFP3 masks are now available after the shortage during the pandemic. Please make sure that you wear an FFP3 mask or powered respirator. 
There were concerns raised those animals recently received from Charles River had Pneumonia. Rigorous tests were carried out and the animals were found to no longer shedding the virus. From July there will be some animals available from Charles River in the UK, they have confirmed they will start to supply animals to their high priority Establishments of which UoC is. 
Anyone who has had an out of hours access fob will be asked to bring it in for reprogramming and a form will need completing. This is to make sure that all the alarm fobs are valid and anyone assigned this has a valid reason for having and using it. All cards will soon be deactivated, as there was no list was made when Mira opened. Due notice will be given regarding this request.
Miguel Goncalves has been appointed Radiation Protection Officer (RPS) & Laser Safety Officer (LSO) for the MIRA facility.
 
· General Administrative Update
Nothing to report.

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
The AOC meeting has not been held recently. This is due to the meeting format being changed Further information will be sent out soon regarding the changes and the next meeting dates. 

· Requests for facilities
None

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
None

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. Due to the number of SC18 reports being submitted people are encouraged to send in their own SC18 reports to the Home Office rather than having the NVS do it. Henri has resigned from his position. Amelia is still on maternity leave. A new trainee NVS is being recruited. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
SW thanked Jenny for producing the G-Pig poster for the science festival. If anyone has not yet subscribed to the 3Rs mailing list please do so. 

7. User Reports
None

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
No comments

9. Any Other Business
None

Dates of next meetings: 

Wednesday 14th September 2022 11.00
Thursday 12th January 2023 15.00
Wednesday 17th May 2023 15.00 
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