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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Tuesday 17th May 2023, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Chris Brown, Jo Keeley, Alan Graham, Chao Zhao, Sophie Zou, Sam Hilton, Yaw Ofosu Ansong Snr, Chaeyeon Lee, Ana Fernandez-Villegas

Apologies: Pietro Mastroeni,

Minutes: Toni McEvoy

Mentioned: Robin Craigie, Jenny Bartley,


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Mira 

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on January were approved  

2. Matters arising
None. Pietro is going on sabbatical and the committee will need to source a new chair. 

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
No report available

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
Robin Craigie and Sophie Zou were sent to Madingley with the animals that were moved there due to the Pinworm infection. This leaves the facility with minimal staff until the animals sent to Madingley decrease and the animal numbers at Mira increase. There should be a significant swing in the coming few months, but for now please be aware of the situation when requesting help and assistance. We are holding back advertising the vacancy for the cage washer until the cage numbers increase.

· Occupancy
Only just started taking animals back into Mira, but the number of animal requests are promising. There are now two rat and one mouse room and guinea-pigs are expected soon. 

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Most equipment has been fluorine dioxide cleaned.
· Health, Safety and Security
If anyone has an accident no matter how minor, please ensure that you report this to a First Aider, Jenny or Chris. We will be conducting internal safety inspections a few weeks before each User’s group meeting and will report the results at the subsequent meeting.

· General Administrative Update
All the Mira SOP’s have been reviewed and amended. These will be sent for people to read in the near future. We are also revising drug record keeping in Mira. As you are all aware we had a three month closure of the Mira building barrier due to a Pinworm infestation in rats. All our rats and mice were sent to Madingley. The decontamination process is now complete and animals are returning. Everybody needs a re-induction, which gives us a chance to explain and discuss our new processes which will not be too disruptive to your work programmes. Chris asks that you attend well before you need to start surgeries or animal work to ensure that your equipment can be located and we have the consumables and drugs required. All drugs are now in locked cupboards. Chris and his team would like to thank you all for your incredible patience.

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee

· Requests for facilities

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
How drugs are being stored has been reviewed. Pleasedo your best to have different people 
from your group working in different units if you have animals in more than one facility. Rather 
than one person moving round facilities.

· Please uphold the unit biosecurity barriers.
There has been a recent breach of biosecurity barrier in one of our units, resulting in the complete closure, removal of animals and equipment, and decontamination of the entire building. This has come at huge cost both financially and to research time.
Please revise your unit entrance SOP in particular moving objects and equipment in and between different units.
· 
[bookmark: _MON_1744631584]Justifying ear notching mice under 14d old
Please be aware of the AWERB 3Rs Committee request that justification be made for notching mice under 14days old – via the attached form, between your NACWO and NVS. This is not to stop you from doing it, just to have the conversation to justify doing it. The concerns being to mouse welfare regarding the increased need to re-notch and the risk of losing too much pinna thereby affecting thermoregulation.

· Non-Regulated work – new form!
Please remember that all work done with animals at the University should undergo ethical review. For work that is not regulated under ASPA ethical approval should be obtained using the “Application for non-regulated use of animals in scientific procedures” form:
https://www.ubs.admin.cam.ac.uk/forms/non-regulated-procedures

· Seeking Veterinary advice outside of working hours
Please be reminded that the NVSs do not check their emails outside of working hours – therefore if you need a response or have an urgent query please ring the on call vet as per the rota displayed in all the units.

6. Named Information Officer Report
Standard Condition 18 Reports-
· During this reporting period there have been a total of 115 Standard Condition 18 reports, of these, repeat concerns were raised at AWERB Operations Committee (AOC) included: Nose bleed, microchip haematomas and bleeding, weight loss, heat pad burn, restraint, miss-dose, gavage injury, tail trapped.
· ASRU require all Standard Condition 18 Reports to be submitted within 72 hours of the initial incident occurring.  
· Where possible, Post Mortem on the animal(s) and collaboration with Named Persons should be included in the report.  However, if you are awaiting results from the PM, you can add this information retrospectively in a follow up e-mail to ASRU, so as not to cause a hindrance in sending the initial report within the stated period.   

Openness-
· UBS are presenting at a Concordat workshop event on 10 May focused on talking about harms in relation to providing balanced information about the harms, limitations and benefits of animal research. 
· UBS AWERB 3Rs attended Cambridge Festival 2023, ‘3Rs - Animals in Biomedical Research’ 25thand 26th March. It was incredibly well attended and our stand was very popular with children and adults alike.

Establishment Licence-
· Establishment Licence changes have been made to rooms and Named Persons during the last period. 
· Please familiarise yourself with the Establishment Licence | University Biomedical Services (UBS) (cam.ac.uk) and ask NACWO’s to check the areas you are using as PPL or PIL and contact your NACWO if any changes are required.

UBS Research Newsletter-
· The 5th issue was circulated this month Researchers | University Biomedical Services (UBS) (cam.ac.uk), the next issue will be due for release in July. 
· Highlights from the last issue were the Tamoxifen workshop that was held, information will be circulated from this shortly.
· Guidance posters that have been approved in AWERB have been produced on intravenous injection training and saphenous blood sampling.
· If anyone would like to submit information to the Newsletter or feature an article, please do not hesitate to contact me djf59@cam.ac.uk 

7. User Reports
Noting to report

8. The 3R’s
3Rs Committee-
· The AWERB 3Rs Committee has met monthly from January 2023 to May 2023.
· In this time the committee has reviewed a total of 6 Retrospective Reviews, 1 Retrospective Assessment, 4 Severe Severity Licence Amendments and 3 Severe Severity New Licence Applications.
· The committee has also been involved in producing guidance and information on various matters to aid users in applying the 3Rs – please see below.

3Rs Guidance and Information-
· In the last period the following have been produced
· Early Ear Notching Justification form. This form is designed to capture information as to when and why ear notching may be carried out prior to 14 days old. 
· 3Rs guidance and information documents can be found on the UBS website under the 3Rs Committee page: 3Rs Committee | University Biomedical Services (UBS) (cam.ac.uk) 
· If there are 3Rs matters you would like the committee to produce further information on please contact the NIO Debs Flack djf59@cam.ac.uk or 3Rs Secretariat/NVS Sophie Kimpton sophie.kimpton@admin.cam.ac.uk to discuss further.

3Rs Strategy-
· Over the previous months members of the UBS team have been working to complete the NC3Rs Self-Assessment Tool for the institution to benchmark our current position with regards to the 3Rs, allow a 3Rs strategy to be created, and provide suggestions as to where to target our efforts.
· The Self-Assessment Tool covers the areas of leadership, people, research and infrastructure, experimental design and reporting, training and publications and wider dissemination. We have scored fair or good in all areas.
· Currently the leadership section is under review by the 3Rs Strategy Group and other sections will begin to be addressed over the coming months.
· There is also a version of this tool available for research groups to use which can be found at https://3rsselfassessment.nc3rs.org.uk/register/rgt 

3Rs Drop In Sessions-
· Since January 2023 two more drop ins have been completed at CRUK CI and CAF. The technicians at both provided excellent suggestions and feedback that are now being worked on.

Tamoxifen Workshop-
· On 31st March 2023 UBS held a workshop to discuss use and refinements with administering tamoxifen. 
· The workshop was very well attended and lots of recommendations and guidance reported. The information gathered is currently being collated and the presentations and guidance will be put on the website once completed.
Please contact Sophie Kimpton sophie.kimpton@admin.cam.ac.uk if you have any suggestions on areas you would like workshops on in the future
9. Any Other Business
[bookmark: _GoBack]None

Date of next meetings: TBC
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University of Cambridge Biomedical Services

Early Ear Notching Scientific Justification Form



		Name of Personal Licence Holder (person carrying out the procedure)

		



		PIL Number

		



		Email address

		



		Name of Project Licence Holder

		





		Project Licence title and number



		







		Reason for ear notching pups under 14 days old:  Please circle the primary category



		1. Genotyping            2. Identification             3. Both



		At what age are pups typically ear notched?

		



		Please provide scientific justification for ear notching pups at the age stated

Please give as much detail as possible



		



		Signature of applicant

		

		Date

		



		NACWO Signature

		

		Date

		



		NVS Signature

		

		Date

		







Please send your completed form to ubsholicencing@admin.cam.ac.uk
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