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Wednesday 15th January, 3pm, Mira Meeting Room

Present: Pietro Mastroeni (Chair), Pani Tourlomousis, Sara Fox, Miguel Goncalves, Paul Tonks, Jo Keeley, Chris Brown, Omar de Faria Jr, Alejandro Carnicer, Wilhelm Schwaeble, Nick Lynch, Jon Lock, Chao Zhao, Emma Filby

Apologies: Youssif Ali, Mary Ann Haskings, Anne-Katrien Stark, Fran Henson, Karin Newell, Clare Bryant, The RxCelerate Team

Minutes: Sarah George

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Mira Building


1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th September were agreed after amendments were made.
Pietro Mastroeni enquired about 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
PM noted that other user groups reported lack of feedback channels from the FOMS committee. PM iterated that that was his position 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report
i. Staffing 
Maria Rasmussen left to return to Denmark. Sophie Zou, a member of the bank staff, has also left. A new member of the bank staff, Rumour Druce has joined the team. It has been agreed that staffing levels will stay the same until it is clear what will come of the commercial interest. 

ii. Occupancy 
Klaus Okkenhaug’s group have relocated to the Gurdon Institute so occupancy has dipped to just below 1000 cages.  

iii. Equipment
Details of the perfusion table have been requested by Mark Elsdon. Chris Brown suggested writing an SOP for its use. Chao Zhao offered to work with CB to amend an SOP he already has. Miguel Goncalves enquired who arranges the training for the perfusion table. 

iv. Health, Safety and Security
None



v. General Administrative Update
The start of the Personal Licence billing year is on 1st April, licences should be revoked before then to avoid being charged for another year. 
CB reported that Wilhelm Schwaeble and Youssif Ali brought a request to him to carry out Neisseria meningitides work. A risk assessment has taken place but a separate space for the study is needed. The room originally identified as being suitable cannot be used due to the amount of air changes needed. PM queried if a contact has been signed by OMEROS Corporation, should the University be obligated to provide the infrastructure to complete the experiment. A suggestion was made to use a room in the Innes Building. Further discussions are to be had outside this meeting.
CB circulated a PowerPoint presentation on Digitally Ventilated Cage Systems prior to the meeting. He reported that Fran Henson is currently using them for mice successfully. These cages cannot currently be used for rats. 
The University is expecting all users to use Camtral for their training records. Competency spot checks should be completed for those carrying out procedures. It was queried who adds competencies on to the system once assessments have been completed, CB will check with Lisa Wright and email to let users know. Camtral should replaces paper training records.

vi. Report from AOC meeting
None

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
The individual health screening trial finishes in April. So far it appears to be working well, and the use of individual screening methods for animals in quarantine has successfully prevented infectious organisms from entering the animal unit. The health screening company undertaking the individual screening tests have commented on how efficient the animal technicians are at taking appropriate samples; particular mention was made about Jon Lock who has been overseeing the trial.
Relatively few Standard Condition 18 notifications have been required for work done at Mira, and those submitted have usually been completed to a high standard; prompt action has been taken by licensees if the NVS or NACWO have made any comments regarding possible improvements that could be made.
Elsewhere in the University, the quality of Standard Condition 18 notifications is still variable. A Home Office Inspector has instructed that similar studies should be stopped until the Standard Condition 18 notification has been improved. 
The possible consequences of Brexit are still unclear. Please allow extra time if ordering drugs or arranging the import or export of animals or tissues.

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
None

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Any Other Business
WS queried the possibility of also carrying out Staphylococcus pneumonia work at Mira. CB has arranged to speak with YA once he returns. They plan to arrange an SOP and risk assessment for the work. 
PM encouraged users to email him if any problems arise before the next meeting. 

Date of next meetings: 
19th May 2020 - 3pm
15th September 2020 – 3pm
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