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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 15th September 2023, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Alan Graham (Chair) (AG), Jo Keely (JK), George Carnell (GK), Paul Tonks (PT), Cat Beatty (CB), Rachel Watson (RW), Mohammed Ali (MA), Becky Sargent (BS), Alexander Boys (AB)

Apologies: Keith Savill (KS), Karl Wilson (KW), Pietro Mastroeni (PM), Chris Brown (CB), Laura O’Reilly (LO)

Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

Mentioned: Rue Jones-Green (RJ-G), Amelia Phillips (AP)


University Biomedical Services User Committee – 


1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.

2. Matters arising
None


3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
There was an update on staff and a financial statement on all facilities. The money we received from AstraZeneca for using the AMB building has been secured for another 6 years. It is a substantial amount that is being used for staff retention and for the users to keep down the cage costs. The costs have gone up astronomically this year due to the cost-of-living crisis, so the AstraZeneca money is helping to keep the costs down.

This would have been (CB) last meeting. Thanks was given for all the efforts he has put into the Mira facility over the past few years. His leaving do will be on 22nd and there is a collection if anyone would like to contribute.

(PM) is standing down as chair of this committee so we are looking for a new chair. There are three meetings a year, and the chair then attends the facilities operations and management committee meetings, which are once a term, usually after the users’ meetings. The chair would usually take forward any concerns that the users of the facilities might have, which are then addressed by the FOMC committee. (AG) and (CB) are happy to talk to anyone who is interested.

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
5. This was circulated prior to the meeting.
· Staffing
There is a new NIO, (RJ-G), who was previously at Gurdon Institute.
· Occupancy
Still low on occupancy which will hopefully pick up over the next few months.

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
· Health, Safety and Security
· General Administrative Update
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
· Requests for facilities
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications

6. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
(AP) wrote the report. (JK) said she is happy to answer questions. No questions were raised. There was a conversation around an MCMS related poster being drawn up as the existing one isn’t working.

The tender for the health screening companies has been put out. There will be a meeting next week to decide which company will take over.

7. Named Information Officer Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.

8. User Reports
The users did not have anything to raise.

9. The 3R’s
The report was circulated prior to the meeting.

10. Any Other Business
(JK) thanked everyone for being so compliant with the new SOPs for getting in and out of the barrier.

Interviews for (CB) replacement are currently under way. It is unlikely anyone will be in post before Christmas. In the interim there will be agency support from an agency.

There will be a Home Office visit on Tuesday. We don’t know where they will want to visit but we are guessing it will be the primates and other special species at the farm.

Date of next meetings: 
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