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Monday 11th January, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Angela Roberts (AR) (Chair), Colin Windle (CW), Hannah Clarke (HC), Kevin Mulvihill (KV), Danielle Oberle (DO), Michiel Plugge (MP), Keith Savill (KS), Stephen Sawiak (SS)

Apologies: None were noted

Minutes: Sarah George


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Innes Building

1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st September 2020 were agreed as a true record.
Colin Windle (CW) noted that Lauren McIver has not yet been trained on the downstairs autoclave as it is currently out of use until some parts have been replaced. This should be fixed by 15th January.

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Hannah Clarke (HC) reported from the September FOM meeting. 
She asked if bank staff can be used if the Innes staff contract Covid-19. Assurance was given that this was in hand.
There is now a researchers tab on the UBS website with a Q&A box. 
A discussion took place regarding the publication of collaborations when the animal work has taken place abroad and therefore may not comply with the UK’s welfare standards. All new collaborations with people abroad involving animal work should take advice from AWERB before doing so. 
HC raised the concerns with Estate Management (EM) and was told to keep contacting them. 
It was agreed Kevin Mulvihill (KV) will attend the next FOM committee meeting if HC is unable to. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
The Innes is currently fully staffed including 1 agency technician. His 12 week probation period is nearly over and CW will be recommending he is kept on. A service technician is due to start and will take over some of the lab cleaning. 
Occupancy levels have remained the same but due to expanding upstairs, the capacity has increased. The marmoset colony numbers are still 189 but the stock numbers have been reduced slightly. The contraception program with Estrumate was adjusted a few months ago but now the initial first dose has been returned to how it was before the adjustments were made. 
CW confirmed the husbandry side of upstairs is working well so far. HC noted there are still further implementations to be made before upstairs is fully functioning. All record cards will remain downstairs except for the experimental animals being housed upstairs. 
Contractors have been to view the damage caused by the flooding. CW requested the drains are also investigated. 
CW thanked everyone for following the Covid precautions in place. UBS staff have started the lateral flow testing, this involves a nasal swab. CW asked users to consider the likely changes to the restrictions when planning their work. It would be advisable to avoid doing anything which would cause wasted animals if unable to access the facility. 
A UBS database of equipment will be circulated at the end of January. HC enquired about the restrictions on moving equipment between departments. Depending on the item, there are options for sterilization. 

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Interruptions have been noticed to some veterinary medicine supplies. Due to the current increased need for oxygen in hospitals, oxygen supply shortages could occur. CW confirmed the Innes has a stock of 3-6 months’ worth of drugs. Danielle Oberle (DO) noted they also have enough oxygen to last 6-7 weeks. HC asked for a supply of Metacam upstairs, this was agreed. CW reported that a safe has been ordered to hold Ketamine. 
Jo Keeley (JK) will carry out vasectomies when she returns to work. Michiel Plugge (MP) will assist so he can help in the future. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
Angela Roberts (AR) will be attending AWERB on Friday 15th January for her Project Licence amendments. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stephen Sawiak (SS) reported on the MR Safety online course and quiz which is being produced using Moodle. An initiative has been started between all MR centres in Cambridge to put together and use the same training. This is still in the early development stages and SS will report on the progress at the next user group meeting. CW asked for Mark Elsdon to be kept informed of the training. CW asked if training at a local level can be put together if the combined initiative is not up and running in 3-6 months. It was agreed that user vigilance is the best way to avoid any further incidents. SS confirmed he keeps a set of magnetic MRI tools in a drawer in the control room to use in the MR room. It was suggested that a notice is added to the cupboard to make users aware that no-one but SS should access it.  

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. 

8. Any Other Business
The Home Office Return of Procedures should be submitted to UBS this month. 
The UBS Training Centre are now running courses online and have implemented more structure to the PIL Course. Access to the course notes will be given in the first two weeks, live sessions will be held in the third week and the exams will be held in the fourth week of each month.
The end of the PIL billing year is on 31st March. Revoke forms should be signed and submitted by the licence holder in plenty of time. If any new licences are applied for before 1st April, a full year will be charged. 

Date of next meetings:
21st May 2021
13th September 2021
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