	[image: ]
	



	
	Minutes



	
   [image: ]




	



Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Minutes 14th May 2024, 13:00 MS Teams

Present: Angela Roberts (AR), Colin Windle (CPW) Danielle Oberle (DO), Jo Keeley (JK), Alan Graham (AG), Hannah Clarke (HFC), Keith Savill (KS) Karl Wilson (KW), Kevin Mulvihill (KM), Helen Cooper (HC)

Apologies:

Minutes: Jo Keeley

Mentioned: Lauren McIver (LM), Craig Forrest (CF), Christian Wood (CW)

University Biomedical Services User Committee - Innes

1.Minutes
The minutes from the User Group meeting on the 5th of January 2024 were agreed as a true record with no alterations.

2.Matters arising

3.Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)

4.Facilities Manager's Report.
Report circulated prior to the meeting. Topics that underwent further discussion included: -

Occupancy:
Possible causes and solutions to shortage of female marmosets were discussed. The sex ratio at birth over a one-year period had been approximately 50:50. Over the past 5-6 years, there had been good planning of experiments, with pairs concluding the experiments at the same time, and switching pairs when necessary to try and ensure this would be achieved.
It would be ensured that mice and rat researchers were represented at the next Users meeting.

Equipment/Building:
HFC requested that hoovering of the outside building is added to the cleaner's duties.
Air flow work will start soon. Redecoration is unlikely to start before August.

Health and Safety:
HFC is to chase up an electronic copy of the signed AAV risk assessment.
CPW reported that a live pin detached from a plug was found in a socket during the recent inspection.

Administrative update:
JK would ask if non-regulated applications that requested tissues from marmosets that had already been killed at the conclusion of experiments could be considered at the weekly non-reg meetings rather than the monthly AWERB meetings.
researchers were reminded that a register of tissues taken is kept in the P.M. room. A list of non-regulated requests for tissues will also be kept there, as well as in the kitchen.

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Report circulated prior to the meeting.

6.Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated prior to the meeting.

7.User Reports
KM asked if oil could be applied to the wheels of mobile cages to decrease the noise when these are moved, since this may affect testing. Possible causes, such as influence of the cage wash, repairs, or aging of cages were discussed together with possible H&S issues e.g. oil application leading to slippiness of the floor. KS is to bring dry lubricant when he visits the unit next week.

KM reported possible recent issues with the autoclave. CPW said that issues may occur if the unit is short staffed. Usually, the technicians collect items for autoclaving at the end of the day, and empty the autoclave the following morning, subject to the cycle not failing (in which case it would have to be repeated). Items to be autoclave must be there no later than 3pm. This is something the technicians do to help researchers out but please do not assume and allow twenty-four hours for autoclaving to be performed. Lauren McIver as well as the animal technicians was trained to use the autoclave. 
It was agreed the if cycle failure occurred, the technicians would inform a researcher present in the animal unit, who would then message the rest of the group.

KM asked about issues with hanging ropes in the middle of cages. CPW reported that a survey of ropes had been made, a request to order ropes will be done imminently, and CF would be asked to get them cut.

8.Technician Comments.
Nothing to report.

9.The 3Rs's.
Report circulated prior to the meeting.
Fresh mixed fruit and berries had been trialled as a dietary treat; however, this was unsuccessful, mainly caused by the marmosets' dislike for pineapple.

10.Any Other Business.
HC reported that a new poster about the Training Centre and what it offered was to be circulated, together with flow charts clarifying the training and assessment processes. She gave details of the next research assessor courses; each research group is entitled to one free place per group. HFC & CW will hopefully soon complete courses.

Date of the next meeting: 6th September 2024
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