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[bookmark: _Hlk207620029]Date: 12/05/26
Time: 1pm
Present: Angela Roberts, Colin Windle, Rue Jones-Green, Becca Westwood, Lisa Luke, Mia Watkins, Stacey Gould, Keita Tamura, Miriam Gwilt, Danielle Oberle, Jack Gunnill
Apologies: Keith Savill, Hannah Clarke
Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Innes

Minutes
The minutes from the meeting on 19/01/26 were approved.

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
The chair had nothing to report.

Facility Managers Report.

i) Staffing
There was nothing to report.
ii) Occupancy
Occupancy has remained similar to the last meeting except there is one less marmoset. All 12 rooms are now in use. Innes are not currently housing any rodents.
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
The ventilation work has resumed and is going well and they will be coming to fit sensors in a couple of weeks. There are also two heater batteries that will need to be replaced.
The works to replace the fire alarm sensors, which was expected to take place in March, is now expected to commence on 22nd June. They will need access to rooms to do this but there will be no drilling as they will be stick on ones and the batteries should last a couple of years. Colin Windle (CW) has a meeting with them so will make sure to confirm disruption will be minimal. CW will send an email out about this.
The lighting replacement programme is moving, albeit slowly.
There have been multiple breakdowns of the cage wash machine which is believed to be due to a leak. Estates say that it is not their responsibility to fix this, but it is hoped this will be resolved soon.
The upstairs surgery is now open, and CW is requesting extra equipment for it including a heat blanket and a new pulse oximetry capnograph that will be able to take the pulse rate of marmosets as well as ECG and blood pressure. This piece of equipment is expensive, so CW is waiting for Karl Wilson (KW) to give the go ahead.
There is water leaking from the roof into the lab and Keita Tamura’s (KT) office. The walls will be checked for mould. The roof is asbestos and has already been sealed but it is hoped it can be sealed again. The lab and office will then need to be redecorated so the lab will need to be shut for a period of time. 

iv) Health, Safety and Security
Deliveries have been an ongoing issue with delivery drivers leaving Innes deliveries at other addresses such as the vet school. This becomes a health and safety issue when staff need to move heavy deliveries from the vet school to Innes. CW will email the vet school and request that they do not accept Innes deliveries. Please could users not ask the vet school to accept the PDN deliveries as they do not know the difference between PDN and Innes deliveries. CW has put a bin outside the door for deliveries to be left in if there is nobody around to receive them.
CW passed on his thanks to everyone that responded to the last report about chemical storage. CW has since met with PDN health and safety. They will be in touch with users about radiation safety and to inspect the labs.
Please could users make sure that liquids are not left on top of electrical equipment. CW asked that users consider using longer tubing or put pots of liquid into another pot to minimise the risk of spillages. Miriam Gwilt (MG) said this is already being discussed and Stacey Gould (SG) is starting to implement this in her test room already.
Please could cables on floors be tidied where possible, it makes it difficult to clean around them.
v) General Administrative Update
The Home Office are looking at what procedures are and are not regulated at the moment. Hair plucking plus provision of food and what would be considered food restriction, are currently being looked at so these could potentially change in the future.
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee
There was nothing to report from the last AWERB Operations Committee meeting.

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. There was a conversation around MCMS. CW has been working with Mary-Ann Haskings (MAH) to have marmosets added to MCMS and having health concerns listed. It is felt that MCMS is clunky. Jack Gunnil (JG) explained that once the issues are ironed out it should be a helpful system. The next update will allow marmoset names to be used. When animals are euthanised, they must be recorded on MCMS.
Users have started adding experimental data which will allow any bugs in the system to be ironed out.

Named Information Officer Report & 3Rs Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
For openness, UBS were at the Cambridge Festival this year and hope to have a bigger display next year.
UBS took part in the CAST (Cambridge Academy for Science and Technology) challenge with year 10 students. They had to design something for the industry such as caging or enrichment. This year the group of students was very engaged.
There will be more 3Rs champions coming up and there will also be more 3Rs drop ins. The NIOs have not yet visited Innes as one post has been vacant since January. Sam Virtue (SV) has now taken up the role. SV used to be a PPL holder.

User Matters
JG reminded users to empty pockets of scrubs before they go into laundry. JG also reminded everyone to keep cage cards tidy and make sure the codes are clear.
MG mentioned that information about which technician is in charge of each room. Also, some of the rooms are missing their booking sheet. Danielle Oberele (DO) has done a survey of what is needed in the rooms so this will be actioned this week.
The users are thankful for the work the technicians have been doing to clean everything however, it has been noticed that the floors are getting quite slippery from too much detergent and the sink areas and dividers in the animal holding rooms are quite mucky.
It was also mentioned that cages do not always come back from cage was assembled correctly and with frayed ropes. This is on its way to being resolved.

Training
Intracerebral or intercranial injections are category C procedures as they are considered surgical procedures whether and incision is made or not. This has caused some confusion with rodents.
There was a query from CW about whether infusions are category C as they go through a hole that is already there and there is no hole being made in the skull. Lisa Luke (LL) will check this.
The next training and assessment webinars are on 20th May, 17th June and 14th July. The next researcher assessor course is in 18th June. All dates can be found on the UBS website.
Mia Watkins (MW) introduced herself as the new Training and Competency Supervisor. If you have any queries with regard to physical training and assessments and DOPS queries or MCMS MW can be contacted via the Training Centre.

AOB
Nicola Goodwin (NG) would like to shadow the technicians in Innes this Wednesday and next Wednesday and Friday. Friday will be an issue as it is infusion day. Users will let CW know about room use during these days. 

Date of next meeting: 21/09/26, 1pm.
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