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	Date
	
	12th May 2025

	Time
	
	1 pm

	To
	
	 Committee Members

	At
	
	 Virtual via MS Teams

	Subject
	
	 Innes Users Group 

	
	
	



Present: Angela Robets (Chair), Colin Windle, Hannah Clarke, Kevin Mulvihill, Keita Tamura, Alan White, Lisa Luke, Danielle Oberle, Lauren Holmes, Jo Keeley, Keith Savill

Apologies: Alan Graham

Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

Mentioned: Zoe Thomas


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Innes

Minutes
The minutes from 4th February were approved.

Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
There was nothing to report from the last FOMS meeting.

Facility Managers Report.
The report was distributed prior to the meeting.

i) Staffing
Innes is now fully staffed.
ii) Occupancy
There has been very little change. Breeding of marmosets has been suspended as there are enough to last for a couple of years. 
Two rooms were closed for the redecoration. Room 1 is now open again and Room 9 will be reopened over the next few months.
The marmosets have been fighting, and animals have had to be removed from groups.
Rodent numbers are low but there are two studies starting soon so numbers are expected to increase.
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
The redecoration of the marmoset holding rooms has been completed. The next phase is replacing lighting and redecoration the surgery and pre-surgery. The kitchen will be replaced. There is no start date agreed. Surgery will be out of action for a week and the kitchen up to two weeks.
The ventilation project has not been going well. It was discovered that a frost coil has rotted and fallen off. It is awaiting replacement. 
The survey in the animal rooms has started and will take a week in preparation for ordering replacement heater batteries. The humidity sensors are fitted above the ceiling, so access is difficult. Hatches will need to be fitted in freshly decorated ceilings and new sensors will be fitted. This could potentially be done with the marmosets in the room.

iv) Health, Safety and Security
There has been a UBS health and safety inspection. An email was sent to users following the inspection with actions, some of which have been addressed. 
It was requested that the contents of the minus 80 freezer in the postmortem room are labelled on the door, Kevin Mulvihill (KM) to look in to whether this has been done. 
There is a flammables cabinet in the lobby waiting to replace the one in the postmortem room.
PAT testing was completed two weeks ago.
The UBS technicians have completed the manual handling and working at height training.
All users have done the manual handling training. Refresher courses for the manual handling training are needed every three years and working at heights is every two years. Lauren Holmes (LH) includes this in the induction for new users.
Names had been collected to do the working at height training but then they were told the training was not necessary. Colin Windle (CW) to ask LH who told her the training was not necessary.
CW has been chasing PDN for information about who is responsible for organising training and communication between the departments. 
Innes have lost their first aider so LH will step into that role after training at the end of this month.
Recycling regulations changed at the beginning of April. Please let CW know if more bins are needed.

v) General Administrative Update
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee

Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
The new named vet, Zoe Thomas, is due to start on 2nd June.

Named Information Officer Report (NIO)
The NIO report was circulated prior to the meeting.
Cam Fest took place. UBS had a stall with UBS staff and researchers. This was successful.

User Matters
Hanging ropes are still an issue. This is an ongoing issue. New ropes will be ordered but it will continue to be an issue as marmosets are naturally destructive. If problems are discovered please let a technician know so it can be fixed. Kevin Mulvihill (KM) will send a WhatsApp to users to ask them to let technicians know if there is a problem.
A thank you was extended to CW and Daniell Oberle (DO) for having the upstairs female changing room tidied. The taps are being replaced. The tap on the dirty side does not work at all.
Breakfast has been running a bit late however, sometime this is down to fighting that had been happening and picked up on the am checks.


The 3R’s 
A summary of the observed guidelines that were published recently, promoted by the NC3Rs will be circulated soon.
The 3Rs drop-in sessions are continuing. Eventually this will form a resource that will be online.
There was a conversation about items 5 and 7 being one item in the future.

AOB
The Environment Agency will be performing an audit as part of their radiation interest. 24th of June has been agreed as a potential date.

A reminder from the Training Centre that when people are being competency assessed, that should be using a DOPS.
If you need support with writing DOPS or signing them off or adding to MCMS then please contact the Training Centre.

Angela Roberts (AR) will be giving a talk at the UBS 10-year celebration at Robinson College. This will be on Friday 3rd October.

Date of next meeting: 13th October, 1 pm
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