IAT Diploma FAQs
How long does the course take?
The Diploma courses are flexible, so people may finish more quickly or slowly than others. This will depend on numerous factors such as time available to study, experience within the industry, any exemptions you are eligible for, and previous experience of study at the chosen level.
· Level 2 diplomas are usually completed within 1 year
· Level 3 diplomas are usually completed in 18 months - 2 years
Usually, unless there are exceptional circumstances, we would expect level 2 to have been completed within 2 years and level 3 within 3 years. Further payments may be required to continue after this duration. 
Do I need to be employed in animal technology to take the course?
Most of our students are already employed within the industry, however in some cases, the course may be suitable for those who are not currently in related employment. 
Examples include previous experience but not currently working in the sector; previous animal care qualification and completion of a work experience placement in the industry; knowledge of the industry through a relative and a keenness to start a career in animal technology.
If you are unsure about whether the course may be suitable for you, please contact Lisa at ubstraining@admin.cam.ac.uk to discuss your situation.
Please note, if you are not currently working in animal technology, you must be able to attend the UBS Training Centre in Cambridge to sit your exams.
Are there any pre-requisites for taking the course?
There are no pre-requisites for the level 2 Diploma, although it is usual that students are employed within animal technology. 
To commence the level 3 Diploma, you must have completed level 2 Diploma in Laboratory Animal Science and Technology.
Do I have to be in the UK to take the course?
No, we have lots of overseas students, the course is available to those outside of the UK. 
Any overseas students should be aware that the course syllabus follows UK legislation, and this is what will be examined in assessments.
Are the Diplomas recognised qualifications?
Yes, the IAT Diplomas are recognised by Ofqual. This ensures that the diploma meets rigorous quality standards and adherence to established educational guidelines, guaranteeing that the curriculum is up-to-date and relevant to industry standards.
When can I start studying?
Courses are totally flexible, and learners can start at any time in the year.  Access is granted once all registration paperwork and payment has been received.
How do I study the course?
When you are enrolled on the course, you will be given access to our virtual learning environment, Moodle. 
Each module has learning materials to work through, links to external resources, and you should also do some independent research on the subject. You will also find additional resources such as quizzes to test your knowledge and videos to watch. 
If you are stuck on anything, you can email your tutor for help or request an online tutorial. You can study at your own pace, or your tutor can set deadlines for you. 
How do I complete assessments?
Assessments are on Moodle, and you upload them there when complete. For modules with exams, you can sit those in your workplace or in our exam room at the UBS Training Centre.
How do I pay for the course?
You can pay for the course by providing a purchase order to:
University of Cambridge
University Biomedical Services,
UBS Finance office
The Anne McLaren Building,
90 Francis Crick Avenue
Cambridge Biomedical Campus
Cambridge
CB2 0BA

Alternatively, you can pay by credit or debit card using this online link:
University Biomedical Services: IAT Diploma Course | University of Cambridge
The course payment must be cleared before you will receive access to learning materials.
Can I pay in instalments?
Payment per module or per groups of modules is available. Where this is the case, access will only be granted to the modules which payment has been received for.
What is Moodle?
Moodle is the virtual learning environment (VLE) that we use to host our IAT Courses.
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This page contains all of the learning resources for each topic.

Within each topic, the material is broken down into subject folders which cover a specific part of the syllabus. You should work your way through all of these, and remember to carry out independent research too. There are supplementary
files and resources outside of these folders which you may find useful, and a Module Handbook for each module.

The Module Handbooks detail the syllabus, learning outcomes and assessment methods. They also include the assignments unless the unit is assessed by examination only.

Any general queries can be directed to ubstraining@admin.cam.ac.uk. Course information, useful documents, front sheets, and study guides can be found on the IAT Course Information page: Course: IAT Course
Information | Moodle (cam.ac.uk).
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