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PPL Standard Condition 18 Notification Form
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Please use this form to notify the Animals in Science Regulation Unit (ASRU) of procedural-related adverse effects that have exceeded or are likely to exceed the severity limitations or controls described in the project licence. ASRU will use this information to determine whether any further action is required.

Do not use to report:
· adverse effects that are due to non-procedural issues;
· potential non-compliance (report by other means);
· issues without adverse welfare consequences.

If you are in doubt whether or not you need to fill in this form, please contact your assigned Inspector.
Please clearly title your document: ‘ASRU_establishment name_PPL number_PPLh surname_date_sc18’ and send to your Inspector (e.g. using cjsm) with the subject heading ‘PPL SC 18 Notification PPL [Number]

	Establishment Licence name
	University of Cambridge

	Establishment Licence number
	X81BD37B1

	Name of PPL holder
	Allan Herbison

	PPL number
	P174441DE 

	Protocol no
	8

	Protocol title
	Recording and manipulating brain activity in vivo
 

	Severity classification of the protocol
	Moderate

	1. Date of incident
	16th September 2022

	2. Species
	Mouse

	3. Brief details of study and how the limits or constraints  have been breached
	A total of three animals (adult female mice) underwent intracerebral injection of adeno-associated viral (AAV) vector in the basal hypothalamus on 15th September.  All animals recovered from the surgery on the 15th. On the morning of 16th September, the first animal was found to have glue on the right eye. The animal was culled immediately by the NACWO after consulting the NVS.  This was an unexpected event and the animal was humanely culled due to animal welfare concerns.


	4. Have you taken advice from the Named Animal Care and Welfare Officer/Named Veterinary Surgeon/others?
	Yes, I have discussed this issue with the NACWO and PPL holder. We agreed on scheduling a reassessment for suturing and glue application at the end of the surgery.

	5. Cause of Problem, if known
	This incident happened because I applied the 3M Vetbond Tissue Adhesive glue without using the pipette applicator for precision closure of the wounds. There was a small amount of glue left in the bottle and I decided that it was fine to use it without the applicator. Unfortunately, this seemed not to be the case and some residual glue had dripped onto the right eye. This was not picked up as an issue during post-operative check as the eye lubricant was applied during the surgery to prevent ocular dryness. Therefore, the glue on the right eye was not obvious until the next morning. 

I normally use a combination of suture plus tissue adhesive glue for a secured closure of the surgical site. Previously, we had some animals tend to take off most of the sutures during recovery period, this is not ideal from the animal welfare perspective as the animals need to be anesthetised for re-suturing. I resolved this issue by using a combination of suture and glue, this had worked well. I have done a total of 91 surgeries involving the intracerebral injection of AAV vector from year 2021 until today with no issues with this application as I have always been using the glue with the pipette applicator.  


	6. Action that has been or will be taken
(For example, formulation of drug changed, supportive treatment given, study design modified). If no action needed, indicate why (for example, none required as study has been terminated and will not be repeated)
	After discussing with the NACWO and PPL holder, the most appropriate action is to reassess my suturing and glue application procedure at the end of the AAV intracerebral injection surgery. The Vetbond glue has to be applied precisely with the applicator, with adequate amount of glue to prevent any forms of dripping. Checks need to be done prior to surgery to ensure sufficient supply of Vetbond glue and applicators for all surgical sessions.

	7. Reported by (name)
	Shel Yeo (PIL Number: I9B27F06D)

	8. Date
	16/09/2022
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Inspector’s comments and recommendations:

	Comments and recommendations
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