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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Friday 12th January 2024, 14:00pm, In person

Present: Karl Wilson, Keith Savill, Polly Seaton, Lisa Luke, Rahul Roychoudhuri, Christian Coffaro, Natalie Sanders, Kadri Seppa, Simone Balden, Amelia Phillips, Juan Carlos Yam-Puc, Jakub Chudziak, Mei Gu, Sumru Bayin, James Dooley, Bidesh Mahata,

Apologies: Klaus Okkenhaug,

Minutes: Toni McEvoy

Mentioned: Sophie Kimton, 


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Gurdon


1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting held on 11th September 2023 were approved. 

2. Matters arising

3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
The financial report for the Gurdon was good. Work is being done to address the retention of staff. Training programs have been discussed for staff to allow for potential progression within UBS. A networking pizza afternoon is being discussed for research staff and UBS staff to get to know each other. 
4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
A full report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
· Staffing
There have been some applications for the Deputy Manager’s position, but none have been successful. 
· Recruitment
· Occupancy
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
[bookmark: _GoBack]An external company has now been employed to look at the, To check any areas that may require further maintenance  in order for the autoclaves to be commissioned. It should be complete in February.  Once this is complete staff will need to be trained on how to use the system. 
· Health, Safety and Security
Rahul asked why mice were being screened when being moved between rooms. Polly confirmed this is due to reports of diarrhoea and this is trying to be contained. Rahul asked if an email could be sent to users to ask them to be extra vigilant. 
· General Administrative Update
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
· Requests for facilities
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications

Gleeson
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. Natalie introduced the Gleeson facility. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Circulated prior to the meeting. 
· No changes to unit health status in last period
· Swollen hocks
· There are seemingly more cases of swollen hocks being identified within the Gurdon facility particularly in the last couple of months. The aim is to review this on both a facility. and establishment level. Updates will be provided when more information is available. 
· A reminder of the outcome of the facility audit conducted on in September of 2023. There are two main outcomes that will affect some or all PPLhs and PILhs. 

The first is that ASRU have said all Keep Alive Requests must be reviewed by the NVS and NACWO before being submitted. Their reason was ‘that the health and welfare of the animals can be confirmed and animals suffering adverse effects are not kept alive inappropriately’. ASRU have stated in the past they expect the NVS and NACWO to have been consulted before submitting these reports and this is now including any Keep Alive Requests. Please make sure you include the conversation you’ve had with your NVS and NACWO in the Keep Alive Request. 
The second area was for those using NSG mice that are seeing hock problems. ASRU have said as this is now an expected adverse effect, as it is not only our establishment that is affected. Drafted wording that can be inserted into PPLs is currently being reviewed by UBS and will be circulated soon. If you wish to be included in further updates on this issue, please contact the licence managers. 
· It is time for the return of procedures. Mary Ann Haskings and Debs Flack are available to help with any queries related to the ROP. A document has been circulated for guidance on ROP and MCMS.

· As of November 2023 MCMS now saves the checkbox in health concerns regarding whether a health concern is procedure linked or not. Please see the attached Guidance from the UBS AWERB Operations Committee. The severity of the health concern needs to be considered when assigning Actual Severity if the health concern was procedure linked.This ultimately falls at the decision of the PPLh when doing the ROPs, but your named people and technicians are here to help.

· UBS would like to announce Inotiv as being the new health screen providers for all UBS facilities, as of Dec 2023, following a lengthy tender process.


· NEW Glass and Sharps Hazards Training. Online, self-taught. ALL staff that work with glass and sharps, or who supervise those that do, plus those engaged in handling wastes, should undertake this short online course. It is not intended as substitute for any in-house training. 
https://www.training.cam.ac.uk/ohss/event/4795168.

6. Named Information Officer Report
Circulated prior to the meeting. 

7. User Reports
None
8. The 3R’s
Circulated prior to the meeting. The 3Rs drop in session at The Gleeson saw good attendance. Drop in sessions with Sophie Kimpton and the NIO team will start again soon. 

9. Any Other Business
Karl informed the committee that there have been new user requests to house mice in the Gurdon. They are being encouraged to use a different facility, as work needs to be carried out within the facility. Karl is in discussions with estates to try to coordinate the works. 

Lisa gave updates from the Training Centre. Training can be completed by anyone who is competent in a procedure, other than Sch 1, as this must be completed by UBS staff only. Assessment can be carried out by anyone who has done the assessors course. This is either the nominated assessor’s course or the researcher assessor course. The committee was reminded that there is 1 free place available per group for the Researchers assessors’ course and to contact UBS Training if anyone is interested. Can groups contact the Training Centre to let them know how many people are in each group and how many are assessors within that group. The training center has the staff availability for training and assessing in the facilities. 

Date of next meetings: 
22nd May 2024
2nd September 2024
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