Anne McLaren Building - Frequently Asked Questions.

How large is the building and what is the holding capacity?
The building has a GIA of circa 16000m2.
There are 7 levels with animal holding on levels 0, 2 and 4. The cage wash and general administrative areas are on level 1 with building plant equipment occupying other levels.

There are 5 separate holding areas; Aquatics, Evaluation, Experimental, Breeding and Germ Free plus a CL3 suite which is sited within the Experimental Facility.

Total cage/tank capacity of the building is circa 24000 Individually Ventilated Mouse Cage Equivalents (IVMCE) (current combined facility capacity of circa 12000) and 2330 tanks for zebra fish. 
Current occupancy- Level 4- 2948.  Level 2- 3,576.  Level 0-404.  In addition, Astra Zeneca also housed on level 2- 334


What equipment/facilities is available
UBS will be providing all general equipment associated with animal husbandry including MSCs to most procedure rooms, standard animal caging in the form of IVCs, LN2 facilities, dry ice and wet ice both available in Level 2 barrier and fully equipped surgical suites and perfusion tables. Pumps are often provided by the individual groups, however please discuss with the barrier staff as there may be pumps available for your use.


Can any of the technicians in Anne McLaren building help with experimental procedures or do members of my lab need to do all procedures themselves?
As with other UBS facilities the workforce within Anne McLaren will have varying experience and skill levels. Staff within the existing facilities already carry out much of the basic procedural work, dependent on the work required and the HO licence constraints; this will be the same once operational.
Level 2 (Experimental barrier) staff are available to assist with procedural work and all requests can be submitted via a task based system on MCMS. Any enquiries can be submitted to senior staff located within the barrier Ubs-amb-lv2-nacwo@lists.cam.ac.uk
Surgery Technicians are available within the facility to support surgery requirements.
Both assisted and non- assisted surgery support is available on level 2 carried out in two large suites with bookable bench space available.
Please contact Emma.Friel-Blanchard@admin.cam.ac.uk for any surgery booking enquiries.


Access into building
All staff and visitors will access the building via the front entrance. Following an induction course, staff and regular users will be granted access rights (via their University Card) that allows entry into the building and into previously agreed areas. Visitors will be provided with a time sensitive pass card and where appropriate escorted whilst in the building.
If you would like to arrange access for an engineer who may be servicing/repairing equipment please liaise with the barrier Managers and they will be pleased to assist with any arrangements required on the day, including the decontamination of equipment prior their visit.

Level 2 – Sally Thomas, Fallon Miller, Holly Bloy and Laura Smith- 
Ubs-amb-lv2-nacwo@lists.cam.ac.uk
Level 0- Julie Glide js951@cam.ac.uk   Martin Rice mr519@cam.ac.uk
Parking arrangements- please contact Reception/Security ambreception@admin.cam.ac.uk
Equipment to support the service/repair may be required to be VHP in readiness for their visit.
Out of hours access will be granted on a case-by-case basis and in compliance with lone worker regulations.
The building will have a 24 hour security presence.


Transport/Parking
The facility has limited vehicle parking but there is covered secure parking for 120 bicycles.. There are a total of 40 spaces for motor vehicles, including motorcycles. This provision includes visitor parking and a position to charge electric vehicles. In addition and close to the building entrance there are 2 dedicated bays for Disabled Parking Badge holders along with a drop off point for taxis etc.
Parking arrangements- please contact Reception/Security ambreception@admin.cam.ac.uk



Getting samples and equipment into the building
To get samples in or out of each barrier area there is a pass through chamber close to the entrance with a second chamber available at the back of each area. These will be available for use by anyone following completion of a short training session, discussed during the induction process. To decontaminate large or multiple pieces of equipment all barrier areas have the ability to use hydrogen peroxide vapour within a large chamber. This is usually an overnight process and will be carried out by trained UBS staff.


Movement of animals between barriers
Movement of animals within AMB will be unidirectional from high to low health status. 


What is the policy regarding the Import, Export and movement of animals into Anne McLaren from other University facilities?
This will depend on where the animals are going to, where they are coming from and to which Anne McLaren facility they are destined for. 
An import and export policy has been developed with significant input from the University’s vets. However, direct import will only be into Evaluation and Experimental.K:\Anne McLaren Shared Folder\Import & Export\AMB Health Screening Strategy and Import Policy.docx
The Policy enables live animals to be imported only from audited and agreed sources specific for the facility within Anne McLaren Building-
[bookmark: _GoBack]For any enquiries please cc the Named Vets – UBSvets@admin.cam.ac.uk into all correspondence with the Manager of the proposed barrier.


Level 4- rederivation only

Level 2- Commercial breeders/suppliers
JAX (Maximum barrier)
Charles River (conditional on barrier type and health status/screening)
Envigo (conditional on barrier type and health status/screening)

Level 2- Academic sources
Sanger Institute
Babraham Institute (High health status barrier)
ARES (High health status barrier)

Level 0
Live direct imports accepted from Gurdon Institute. As per level 2, any proposed animals for import with health screening processes or reports that are not satisfactory will be required to be sent to the evaluation isolators for additional health screening prior to acceptance into IVCs on level 0 or level 2.
Exporting animals from Anne McLaren building will be dependent on the recipient institute’s policies.


Procedure Space usage/booking
There will be an online booking form to reserve procedural space. 


What do I do if I intend purchasing a large piece of equipment that I require in Anne McLaren?
Please inform the UBS Facilities Director (kds30@cam.ac.uk) as soon as possible to ensure that the equipment can be accommodated and that the correct services are available. This is especially important if the equipment is floor standing.


I am interested in using a species other than a mouse or rat.
Please contact the UBS Facilities Director (kds30@cam.ac.uk) the building does have an aquatics facility with over 2000 tanks, currently to house zebra fish. There is also one room in the Evaluation area that has the ability to have environmental conditions suitable to hold rabbits.

Mouse Data Base
The Sanger developed database, MCMS, is now in use across all UBS facilities  and will be used throughout the building. 
To assist with any questions or an introduction into the use of the database please contact the Biosafety Database coordinator, Mary Ann Haskings.
MaryAnn.Haskings@admin.cam.ac.uk 


Can personal phones and computers (tablets) be taken behind the barriers?
The current policy is that only essential phones (on call) will be permitted via a yet to be finalised method, however the fabric of the building may impede mobile phone reception. No personal computers or tablets etc. will be permitted, unless permanently kept behind a barrier.
If you would like to bring a laptop into the barrier, we will be pleased to arrange this for you via the VHP chambers – please contact the barrier Managers 
Level 2 – Sally Thomas, Fallon Miller, Holly Bloy and Laura Smith- 
Ubs-amb-lv2-nacwo@lists.cam.ac.uk
Level 0- Julie Glide js951@cam.ac.uk   Martin Rice mr519@cam.ac.uk

Network computers will be available in write up areas.


Costings
Any change to costs will be as a result of the standard annual review and details disseminated every February before introduction on August 1st..

Is LN2, wet ice and dry ice be available?
There is a LN2 store with filling point on Level 0. Wet ice will be available within each barrier. Dry ice is also available on level 2.

Are there -80 freezers available?
Yes. A dedicated freezer room is located on Level 0.


Can I take food behind a barrier?
No food or drink is to be taken into any area other than the dedicated tea room on level 1. This room has a small kitchen area with a large seating area a.  Plumbed in drinking fountains are situated throughout the building.


Can I provide my animals with medicated water?
Yes. Although as a standard all animals will be provided with water via an automatic watering system the cage valve can be removed and animals supplied with pouched water. Medication can be added to this via an injection point. If it is vital that water is provided via a bottle this can also be accommodated.


Is there a dedicated surgery behind each barrier?
Yes except the Germ Free Facility.
On level 0 (Evaluation) there is a 3 room suite 
On Level 2 (Experimental) there is a 10 room suite
On Level 4 (Breeding) there is a 3 room suite.




