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Thursday 13th January 2022, 13:00, MS Teams

Present: Milka Sarris (Chair), Clare Buckley, Tomasz Dyl, Nicola Goodwin, Ben Munro, Michiel Plugge, Stephanie Telerman, Sarah Williams, Karl Wilson, Sam Jameson, Ben Steventon.

Apologies: Sophie Wildman (SW), Debs Flack (DF), Angeleen Fleming (AF)

Minutes: Victoria Atkinson 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Fish Facility

1. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 9th September 2021 contained an error as it stated that tanks where being maintained on current grants until the end of the year. The agreement however was that the cost will be retained until the end of the current grants. It was clarified that any grants that were submitted after the cut-off date of the Friday 1st October 2021, will be on the new costings. Nicola Goodwin to clarify if users are unsure about any particular grants. 

2. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 

Clare Buckley (CB) reported on the pervious FOM committee meeting.

A. User Group briefing 

The briefing set to take place on 21st January has been cancelled as it has fallen in the middle of the user group meetings. The briefings intension is to interact with users and respond to questions. As the cycle of meetings follows the format of, user group meetings, FOM, then UBSG it can be several months before discussions following the UBSG can be facilitated in user group meetings and therefore the intent is to hold the briefing sessions about three weeks after the UBSG. The next UBS User Briefing is scheduled for the 11th March. 

B. Genotyping 

Alan Bradley at the stem Cell Institute is piloting his own genotyping facility which will have the capability of uploading results to MCMS. Unknown if it will include fish.

3. Facilities Manager’s Report - Tomasz Dyl (TD)

A. Staffing – Fully staffed and have been providing help to the Gurdon frog facility. 

B. Occupancy – Is quite low as nursery is at 25% with the main room being 31% occupied.

C. Equipment – No issues to report, due to be serviced again in April. 

D. Health, Safety and Security – No accidents and near misses have been reported. Health and safety audit expected on 24th of February 2022.

E. General Administrative Update – Nothing to report.

F. Report from Named Persons Committee - Nothing related to the fish facility on the NPC meeting.

G. Requests for facilities – No new requests.

H. Non-Regulated Procedure applications – Have received one non-regulated procedure application.

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report 

Michiel Plugge (MP) informed the NVS report would be shared after the meeting and to contact him with any questions, mp670@cam.ac.uk 

5. Named Information Officer Report

Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports

Stephanie Telerman (ST) reported she has been borrowing a tool developed by Taxi for behavioural research for the past year but is now considering buying the tool. (ST) enquired if others are interested in collaborating as the tool costs £4,000. Ben Steventon (BS) informed the school Biological Sciences has some money available to apply for shared equipment. Ben Munro (BM) enquired further if the tool is used to record movement. (ST) explained the tool is used to track movements, induce vibrations, and see how they react. (BS) informed that the tool his lab has on loan costs £35,000 so would be interested. 

Action – (ST) to send out details of offer and set up a meeting with others who which to collaborate. 

(MS) enquired if relevant fish risk assessments which had consistent protocols could be pooled together to assist with setting things up more efficiently. The group agreed this would be beneficial and could include project licences for those wishing to share.

Action - Google Drive of risk assessments and project licences to be created.


7. The 3R’s

Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
 
8. Any Other Business

(CB) raised the question of how to arrange Fish crosses and entry into the facility due to the current COVID measures. The maximum occupancy currently is three people in the aquarium.
(TD) confirmed staff are able to lift and collect and can return in-crosses but users must return out-crosses. 
The group requested bookable slots to arrange for crosses to be collected. 
Nicola Goodwin (NG) has contacted PDN’s Health and Safety Department to get their point of view on this but has not had a response. (NG) explained that they have not been working to a maximum occupancy as long as the wearing face coverings and social distancing is maintained due to the rate of air flow changes that are able to be achieved.
Many ideas for a schedule were put forrard at the meeting however no solution was found. The group agreed that the sheet that Angie created before could be adapted for use for this.
Due to a staff member is not able to do crosses at weekends users requested that they are notified on the set up spread sheet of which weekends crosses are not able to be done by the Technician which will be on every third weekend. The dates of these weekends are to be several weeks ahead to allow users to plan around this. When asking for Technicians to do the crosses, requests need to be submitted by 2:00pm the day before.

Action – PDN to confirm policy to (NG) from there a first document will be created which will be shared with (MS) and (CB). The arrangement will then be distributed to users with a couple of weeks’ notice before it is to be implemented 

Date of next meeting:  

Thursday 26th May 2022.  
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