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Thursday 9th September, 13:00, MS Teams

Present: Clare Buckley (CB) (Chair), Tomasz Dyl (TD), Debs Flack (DF), Angeleen Fleming (AF), Antonis Georgantzoglou (AG), Nicola Goodwin (NG), Rita Horvath (RH), Ben Munro (BM), Michiel Plugge (MP), Stephanie Telerman (ST), Karl Wilson (KW) Sophie Wildman (SW) Elena Scarpa (ES)

Apologies: None noted.  

Minutes: Victoria Atkinson 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Fish Facility

1. Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 13th May 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 

Clare Buckley (CB) reported on the pervious FOM committee meeting from July.

A. User Group briefing 

Another 30 minute UBS briefing will be held on 24th of September at 10.30am, to help facilitate communication. (CB) encouraged PPL holders to attend. Questions for the briefing are to be submitted to Keith Savill.

B. Home office correspondence changes 

Michiel Plugge (MP) reported on new guidance received from the Home Office called Bridging Ways of Working. Since 5th July 2021, there are no longer assigned Home Office Inspectors as the Animals in Science Regulation Unit has been organised into three teams covering different areas, the Regulatory Advice Team, the Compliance Assurance Team, and the Licensing Team. (MP) will circulate the document of how to contact Home Office to Users following the meeting.

C. Non-regulated procedures

None reported

D. Study plans 

(CB) reported it was disused at the FOM committee meeting of the potential idea to have study plan templates and maybe standardized SOPs for common procedures on MCMS.  Karl Wilson (KW) explained that MCMS stands for mouse colony management software which is the centralized database originally for mouse colonies but has been further developed to include training modules and SOPs. Mary-Ann Haskings (MH) is the MCMS coordinator and be contact at: mah209@cam.ac.uk to arrange access and training for MCMS.

E. Plans for the Aquatics facilities 

See AOB below.

(CB) reported that the costing on file had now been corrected but requested users to check with Nicola that the costing are correct when submitting new grants.

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 

Staffing - Tomasz Dyl (TD) sent his apologies in regards to an error that happened with a new member of staff. They are now fully trained and have learned from the mistake. 

A. Occupancy – the main system is at 35% and nursery 12% which is the lowest it has ever been. 

B. Equipment – no issues to report, due to be serviced at the start of October. 

C. Accidents and near misses – None to report. 

D. Non-regulated procedures – None received. 


4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report 

Michiel Plugge (MP) reported that there were no veterinary concerns or any issues to be raised. (MP) informed he had now circulated the email of how to contact The Home Office during the meeting along with the Veterinary report and asked to contact him with any questions.



5. Named Information Officer Report

Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
Sophie Wildman (SW) who is the new Named Information Coordinator, reported she will shortly be receiving training on MCMS and advised she had nothing further to add to (KW) explanation of MCMS, with (MS) being the best contact for any questions.
Angeleen Fleming (AF) asked how does that correlate with the Camtral training records? (SW) advised that training and competency records that were previously held on Camtral are in the process of being moved over to MCMS. (AF) responded that not all fish users had used Camtral as they were still using paper records and asked how they would now get MCMS logins. (KS) informed that there would be commutation regarding the transition, with Camtral still available as a legacy system but not to use the older system if you aren’t already doing so. (KW) encouraged users to move away from paper records as it is more efficient to have the records in one central place and for regulations. (NG) suggested users email her with names of the people working in each lab regardless if they currently use Camtral or not, (NW) will then forward this to (MH) and ask that she contacts the users directly.

6. User Reports

(AF) reported following the previous user group meeting on an update to the zebrafish embryo genotyping system which was to be trailed. Testing was not successful with a long time being spent trying to validate. Benjamin Munro (BM) added that others had found it unreliable and inconsistent.

7. The 3R’s

Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
(SW) reported that the NC3Rs website had released two new Crack It challenges, with challenge 41 possibly being of interest to the User group. The challenge is called SAFE, which stands for; Innovative Safety Assessment of Fish adverse Effects, with applications opening from Monday, 13th of September. https://nc3rs.org.uk/news/2021-crack-it-challenges-announced 

8. Any Other Business

(CB) advised an update had been circulated regarding the facility with a solution being found with the functionality will be maintained. A discussion will be held two years in advance of any changes. Current grant costs will be increasing the normal inflationary increase with any future grants being costed at a higher rate to allow the future running off the facility. (AF) asked about occupancy levels being maintained. (KW) responded that levels were based on 700 tanks. The rate will be recalculated in 12 months based on activity. If occupancy drops significantly lower then it will reflect in the pricing. (CB) added BSG has committed to maintaining the costings on current grants until the end of the grant but advised budgeting for significant increases over the future years and to discuss with (NG).
(TD) reported that lab allocations are no longer required during the week but would remain at the weekend. 

(NG) reported that social distancing limits are still standing at the same levels. 

Stephanie Telerman (ST) asked if the calendar could be updated to say when it now has availably. 

Date of next meeting:  

To be confirmed. 
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