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Thursday 13th May, 13:00, MS Teams

Present: Clare Buckley (CB) (Chair), Bill Colledge (BC), Tomasz Dyl (TD), Debs Flack (DF), Angeleen Fleming (AF), Nicola Goodwin (NG), Rita Horvath (RH), Sam Jameson (SJ), Ben Munro (BM), Michiel Plugge (MP), Keith Savill (KS), Ben Steventon (BS), Stephanie Telerman (ST), Karl Wilson (KW), Antonis ?

Apologies: None were noted

Minutes: Sarah George 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Fish Facility

1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2021 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Sam Jameson (SJ) reported from the FOM committee held on 25th January. 
There were discussions based around returning to work and increased activity in the facilities.
The UBS forum was spoken about and ideas put forward for how to advertise it better.
A reminder was received from the Welfare and Governance team to keep training records maintained and up to date. Licence holders need to adhere to Personal Licence Standard Condition 20. 
There has been an increase in turnaround time for study plans, from 5 days to 10 days, due to an influx being received. 
The aquatics users consultation was discussed. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
i. Staffing
A junior animal technician started in April, he has been fully trained in the basic tasks. Further training will take place over the next two months. 

ii. Occupancy
Occupancy rates have dropped by 1%. 

iii. Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
One pump is faulty. This has not affected the system as water changes can be done manually. 

iv. Health, Safety and Security
The staff are carrying out the Covid tests provided by UBS.

v. General Administrative Update
None

vi. Report from AWERB Operations Committee
None

vii. Requests for facilities
None

viii. Non-Regulated Procedure applications
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 non-regulated procedure application has been received. Angeleen Fleming (AF) confirmed another would be submitted shortly. 

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Michiel Plugge (MP) noted the NC3Rs have updated the zebrafish page on their website. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
Debs Flack (DF) shared that the Home Office have requested post mortems are to be carried out on all Standard Condition 18 reported animals to retrieve as much information as possible. 
The Home Office now provide a direct link for Return of Procedures in the letter they send to licence holders. DF asked for ROPs to still be submitted to UBS to record centrally. The forms will then be sent to the Home Office on the behalf of the users by UBS. It is expected that ASRU will announce the ROP process for 2021 will be done remotely using ASPeL. 

6. User Reports
The UBS Aquatics Facility review was discussed at length. Karl Wilson (KW) suggested that if the interim cost of £4.66 is agreed, a specific user group meeting could be arranged to share further details of key costs being incurred and to discuss ideas about which services are included. Clare Buckley (CB) recommended holding regular meetings between users and those higher up in the school to keep a dialogue open. KW confirmed the cost for the running of the CL2 room is covered by the CL2 users. The cost increase will be implemented for all grants from 1st August 2021. BC will write a letter to contest this, KW will take the concern to the UBSGS committee. 
KW raised the issue of limited space in the PDN fish facility. It was suggested that the quarantine space moves to the Anne McLaren Building to free up procedural space in PDN. KW asked users to contact him with any concerns. KW queried if this is something that could be trialed. Ben Steventon (BS) noted that keeping the quarantine space in PDN could contribute to attractiveness for future users looking to carry out fish research in Cambridge. The options for office space is currently limited due to Covid. 
BS queried why specific carriers have to be used for transport. AF confirmed it is a requirement for biological material and nothing to do with the Home Office. This is a requirement for all countries. Nicola Goodwin (NG) confirmed that within the UK, normal couriers can be used as long as they are aware of the contents. 
AF asked if UBS will receive advice on the new law regarding live animal shipping, largely for farming. A researchers voice should be heard alongside the discussions about farming. AF queried if UBS will speak on behalf of the researchers. Keith Savill (KS) will take this to the FOM committee. MP confirmed this is likely to be for animals going to slaughter and therefore, the impact on laboratory animals should be minimal.

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
DF noted the chair of the AWERB 3Rs committee has changed from Kourosh Saeb-Parsy to Ben Simons. 
More Retrospective Reviews are being addressed due to the increase in project licences currently going through the system. 

8. Any Other Business
AF reported that there have been discussions about buying a zebrafish embryo genotyping system. AF and NG will both trial a machine before making a decision about buying one. Feedback on its effectiveness will be given at the next meeting. 

Date of next meetings:  
9th September 2021
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