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Friday 11th September, 11:00, MS Teams

Present: Angeleen Fleming (Chair) (AF), Tomasz Dyl (TD), Peter Arthur-Farraj (PAF), Clare Buckley (CB), Mark Charlton-Perkins (MCP), Nicola Goodwin (NG), Rita Horvath (RH), Ben Munro (BM), Milka Sarris (MS), Elena Scarpa (ES), Stephanie Telerman (ST), Sarah Williams (SW)

Apologies: Alan Graham, Michiel Plugge

Minutes: Sarah George 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Fish Facility

1. Minutes
Angeleen Fleming (AF) commented on the disposal of animal waste discussed at the last meeting. Advice from the University’s Safety Office is if you put something into bleach hypochlorite solution you need a COSHH assessment. A COSHH assessment advises that if a safer alternative can be used, it should be. If bleach is being used, it will need to be justified in a risk assessment. 
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2020 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
AF reported from the January FOM meeting. 
The tank charges were provided for August 2020 onwards. There has been an increase of approximately 10% and next years costs will be based on an inflationary figure. 
Discussions took place regarding how UBS could work better during a second lockdown. Study plans need to be in place if work is to continue throughout lockdown. These will need to be approved by UBS. UBS is currently managing how to keep the facilities safe. At some point the researchers will take responsibility for dividing up access to the facility. Review of these measures needs to be continuous. 
Mid termly briefings will be implemented for all facility users and will be held by the UBS Directors using MS Teams. 
A new tab has been added to the UBS website to include biofacility news and FOM meeting minutes. This page can only be accessed using the University network. 
It was noted that Tomasz Dyl’s (TD) office is not ideally located in the procedure room in regards to keeping the procedure room a clean environment. This is being looked into. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
i) Staffing 
The facility is currently fully staffed. 

ii) Occupancy
The occupancy levels have fallen since January. The main room is at 45% occupancy and is increasing. 

iii) Equipment
None

iv) Health, Safety and Security
None

v) General Administrative Information
Nicola Goodwin (NG) is now the Aquatics Manager and will oversee the aquatics at PDN, AMB, LMB and the Gurdon Institute. NG noted that each facility will have access to a bigger pool of technicians moving forward. 

vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee
The facility managers have received positive feedback on keeping things going during Covid-19. Very few fish have been culled due to Covid-19. 

vii) Requests for facilities
No requests have been received. 
NG confirmed that UBS are now allowing researchers back into the facilities as long as 2 metre social distancing can be maintained and face coverings are worn. Face shields are commonly being worn in the aquatics facilities due to the temperature of the rooms. NG asked that researchers enter the facility during technicians break time (11:00 – 11:30, 12:30 – 13:00 or after 15:30). 

viii) Non-Regulated Procedure applications
None

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
No report was provided. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
If was queried if TD is able to set up more crosses. TD can provide an increase in slots on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday nights but a limit will need to be kept on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. To divide these fairly between groups, researchers will need to let TD know how many users they have in their groups.  Numbers can be revised each term. It was decided that from 1st October, we can use the new breeding rota with the additional slots.  AF will circulate the booking sheet by email. NG noted that other facilities charge for technicians to set up breeding tanks and asked users to be mindful of how much of TD’s time is being utilised. If the number of crosses increases too much, a charge could be incurred. Clare Buckley (CB) asked for users to have an input if changes are to be implemented. TD confirmed more crosses can be set up if researchers can collect and look after their own embryos. This can be arranged using set time intervals. 

It was confirmed different stations can be set up in the aquatics room. Two time slots can be implemented for the big and little benches. The procedure room could be introduced as an extra room at a later date. A small time lot will be added just for collecting from the aquarium. Evening slots can start from 15:30. It was suggested that day access is agreed between the users and added to the breeding sheet. A maximum of one user can collect crosses at any one time [after the meeting, NG confirmed that it could be two users]. 
AF will circulate a safe operating practice Google document after receiving TD and NG’s input.  

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

8. Any Other Business
AF confirmed she will be stepping down as chair of this meeting after holding the position for 10 years. A volunteer is needed to take over the position which involves chairing the user’s meeting and attending the Facilities Operations and Management Committee (FOM) meeting. The Terms of Reference state a chair should be in place for 1 – 2 years. 
AF thanked TD and his team for their support. 

Date of next meetings:  

	
[image: ]

image1.jpeg
“g“ UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image3.jpeg
UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image2.jpeg




