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Friday 10th January, 2:00pm, Bryan Mathews Room

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: Angeleen Fleming (Chair) (AF), Tomasz Dyl (TD), Michiel Plugge (MP), Mark Charlton-Perkins, Juliane Mueller, Ben Munro, Ben Steventon, Xuan Liang, Stephanie Telerman, Alan Graham, Peter Arthur-Farraj, Milka Sarris

Apologies: 

Minutes: Sarah George 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Fish Facility

1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2019 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
The fish facility at the Anne McLaren Building is now taking fish and has plenty of space. 
The new Home Office Inspector for the Downing site and the Anne McLaren Building is Amita Shortland. Amita used to be a Named Veterinary Surgeon for UBS. 
Users are reminded that PIL holders should keep track of their training records. Although implemented by the Home Office, it is the University’s responsibility to check these records. Everyone should have their competencies checked every three years. As of September 2019, you can no longer update your own records as the system has been closed. The Training Centre (Pilar Browne Pilar.Browne@admin.cam.ac.uk) can be emailed for assistance and to find out further information on accessing the system if you’re not already on it. 
AF asked for a more fluid relationship with the FOMs committee with regards to feedback. There has been a delay in being able to feed answers back to the user group meetings due to the timing of the meetings. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
i) Staffing 
Currently fully staffed. Artur Bielak is now a permanent technician in the fish room and has been assessed on the first five DOPs so is available to help when needed. 

ii) Occupancy
Occupancy is currently at 21%. It is low because no one was growing fish over Christmas. In quarantine, occupancy is at 80% and in the main room it is at 51%. 

iii) Equipment
All the electrical devices in the injection room have been PAT tested. One plug failed which has been advised can be sent to the electronics workshop for fixing.  (Update after meeting – this is now fixed).
There has also been a leaking UV plastic case, the engineers have been to quote to replace the casing. A service is also due.
The new sumps are working well. 

iv) Health, Safety and Security
There are no health problems with the colony. The next screening is due in the next two months. 
There are problems with the step ladders, they only last eight to ten months before they break. TD is looking into getting an alternative. It was confirmed that kick steps are not appropriate as a handrail is required. 

v) General Administrative Information
The Home Office annual leave returns are due. They should be sent to Debs Flack by the 10th January.
The new ASPeL is up and running. The users are welcomed to contact Mark Charlton-Perkins for advice as his new licence has just been approved through the new system. It was noted that you receive no notifications from the system once your licence application has been submitted. 
The current Personal Licence billing year will end on 31st March. It was advised that, where possible, new licences are not applied for until 1st April to avoid being charged for an entire year. By law, it is the Personal Licence holder’s responsibility to revoke their own licence, this request cannot come from anyone else. This should be done by 31st March if the licence is no longer used. 

vi) Report from Named Persons Committee
None

vii) Requests for facilities
None

viii) Non-Regulated Procedure applications
There has been one non-regulated procedure application from the Gurdon Institute for one tank of fish for liver extraction. 

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
No report was provided. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
MCP reported that his licence went through the Project Licence application process relatively smoothly. The standard protocols have now changed but Anne-Marie Farmer can provide plenty of information regarding this. No notification is provided on the ASPeL system after submission to update the applicant on their progress. There are now word limits for each section which is seen as an improvement. 
AF reported that disposal of any fish material, including larvae and eggs, should go through the biological waste route. MCP and MS queried if 10% bleach can be used. AF advised that it doesn’t fit with the departmental guidelines but will check whether this can be amended for unlicenced zebrafish larvae (< 5 d.p.f.).and amend the policy if necessary. 
It is currently unclear what the transport rules will be after BREXIT. At the moment you can ship eggs freely within the EU by a courier appropriate for biological material. Shipping outside the EU is currently a lot more complicated. AF asked for the Biological safety Officer to be consulted before any shipping takes place after the end of January to ensure the new rules are being followed. 
It was reported that the fluorescent microscope in the fish room might be broken, AF will take a look at it. If needed, AF can arrange to have it serviced. (Update after meeting - this has now been fixed). MCP suggested purchasing buying additional fluorescent light source to use with stereo microscopes. 

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

8. Any Other Business
None

Date of next meetings:  
5th May 2020 – 2:30pm 
11th September 2020 – 11am
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