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Friday 11th September, 11:00, MS Teams

Present: Milka Sarris (MS) (Chair), Tomasz Dyl (TD), Clare Buckley (CB), Frances Dearden (FD), Angeleen Fleming (AF), Nicola Goodwin (NG), Rita Horvath (RH), Sam Jameson (SJ), Ben Munro (BM), Michiel Plugge (MP), Keith Savill (KS), Elena Scarpa (ES), Ben Steventon (BS), Karl Wilson (KW)

Apologies: None were noted

Minutes: Sarah George 

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Fish Facility

1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2020 were agreed as a true record. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
It was noted that Milka Sarris (MS) has taken over from Angie Fleming (AF) as chair of this meeting. 
AF reported from the September FOM meeting.
A review of Covid lessons learned from the first lockdown has been circulated by UBS. 
A discussion took place regarding a document put out by UBS looking at collaborations with other people where the animal work is taking place overseas. UBS would like to review these collaborations to ensure the work is taking place to the university’s animal welfare standard. AF offered to find and circulate the UBS document and suggested comments could be emailed to MS to discuss at the next meeting. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
Artur Bielak left in November and interviews for his replacement are ongoing. 
Occupancy is currently at 49% in the main systems and 28% in the nursery.
Repairs to the walls in the fish room have been requested. Estate Management (EM) reported they would send someone out to look but this has not yet happened. Nicola Goodwin (NG) chased them before Christmas. Sam Jameson (SJ) and Keith Savill (KS) are aware of instances in other facilities when EM have been slow and are currently looking in to the matter. 
Air conditioning is not allowed to be used in the procedure room due to the Covid restrictions. KS is arranging for a replacement which will use HEPA filters. 
Research facilities are allowed to stay open as part of the last set of Government Covid guidelines. Should more guidance be announced, this will need to be reviewed and adjustments could be made to the facilities. Everyone using a facility should take a personal responsibility for wearing a mask, keeping numbers reduced to maintain social distancing and wiping down work areas. Tomasz Dyl (TD) asked for users to only visit the fish room after 4pm. It was confirmed the procedure for lifting barriers and collecting eggs can remain the same until otherwise advised.  

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
The results of the latest fish screening have shown Pseudoloma neurophilia and some species of Mycobacterium. NG has spoken with Mark Elsdon and they are working on a biological risk assessment for the Mycobacterium. Occupational Health have also been made aware of the situation. They would like to see the biological risk assessment but are happy with the facility to carry on with PPE and the handwashing procedures already in place. NG will inform the users if any amendments to the procedures need to be made once Occupational Health have seen the biological risk assessment. Pseudoloma neurophilia and Mycobacterium have not been picked up in this facility before but a more in depth screening was carried out due to an increased movement between the Downing Site and Anne McLaren fish facilities. NG confirmed nothing extra was screened for, just the way the screening has taken place was different. Michiel Plugge (MP) advised that the environment is unlikely to have changed since the last screening. NG confirmed the fish are still healthy and breeding well. 
MP reported there should be no change to the process when importing and exporting fish materials in and out of the UK. The APHA government agency overseeing the process have a capacity issue which could cause delays. 
There have been some supply changes for veterinary medicines but this should not affect the fish facility. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
MS asked if the Home Office Return of Procedures deadline is flexible. AF advised UBS should be asked. 
AF asked if one user at a time can use the injector in the procedure room. TD confirmed this can take place between 9 – 10.30am. MS suggested the person injecting can also be responsible for collecting eggs to keep numbers down. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]MS queried if the numbers of wild types tanks can be reduced for each group. TD asked for the system to be kept the same but agreed the numbers of tanks can be decreased. MS suggested the users provide the number of tanks per person they need, this can be continually reviewed. AF noted the downside of having a smaller stock is having to wait if you need your number of tanks increasing. NG suggested that individual groups have their own stocks as well as a colony of wild types which are just kept for breeding the next generation, these would not be used for crossing with other lines. This would avoid contamination of stocks. Ben Steventon (BS) suggested that if the colony of wild types was big enough, and in the event that one group did need more fish, the adults could be transferred while waiting for the new generation to be grown up. NG offered to circulate a spreadsheet for users to fill in with their requirements. 
AF will be arranging the user’s access to the facility and will circulate this information once it is finalised.
MS reported that NG has been speaking to users regarding tank costs and occupancy for the facility moving forward. KW reported that an increase in costings was needed and is happy the users were accepting of the need for the increase. NG is carrying out further investigations and discussions are ongoing. KW will upload an estimated cost for budgeting on X5 for those applying for grants. AF also suggested to those applying for grants to include technician costs.

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

8. Any Other Business
None

Date of next meetings:  
13th May 2021
9th September 2021
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