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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 19th May 2022, 13:30, MS Teams

Present: Milka Sarris (Chair), Clare Buckley, Lubos Chvostek, Rosie Foster, Nicola Goodwin, Samuel Jameson, Elena Scarpa, Benjamin Steventon, Stephanie Telerman, Sophie Wildman, Sarah Williams

Apologies: 

Minutes: Sarah George

Mentioned: Angeleen Fleming

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Downing Site Fish Facility

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on the 13th January 2022 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
None

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
None

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
LC has accepted the offer of Senior Animal Technician. 

· Occupancy
The occupancy in the main rooms is 34%, in the nursery it is 21% and in quarantine it is 15%.

· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
A service was carried out in April but there are no major issues to report. A filter pump was replaced in quarantine due to an electrical fault. The UV lights have also been replaced in both rooms. There is a slight pressure valve leak on the RO pump in room A12 which will be replaced on the next visit. One of the dishwasher’s filter canister lids is broken in A13 and a Sychem engineer is scheduled to replace it.

· Health, Safety and Security
The last screening was completed in March. The results were clear except for common Mycobacterium in both rooms and Picornavirus-1 in room A12. The next screening will be conducted in September 2022. 

· General Administrative Update
A reminder was given to all users to ensure they put all necessary data on breeding labels including the tank numbers. This is to minimise any possible mix-ups. Also, all tanks should have the correct water intake when returned to the racks.

· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
None 

· Requests for facilities
None

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
None

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
MP was not able to attend the meeting. NG will contact him and circulate a report. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

7. User Reports
Fin clip trays have been used at the LMB for 7 years and are now also being used at the AMB. The users and technicians have found them to be very efficient. A tray has been left at PDN to look at. The trays can be put on any of the modules and are connected to running water from the system. Once the users have let NG know an idea of how many would like to use the fin clip trays, she will get a quote. 

It was queried whether users can return to injecting in the fish facility. BS confirmed he is about to increase the number of fish users and will therefore need access to more injectors. It was suggested keeping the injectors which were situated in individual labs due to the pandemic where they are and buying additional injectors for the procedure room. SW will check whether Angeleen Fleming’s injector can be relocated. NG confirmed injectors are not paid for centrally. 

It was confirmed that there are no longer any restrictions for the booking system. The technicians are happy to return the pre-Covid arrangements of having no booking system for collecting embryos. Large bench space should still be booked. The current form can be updated to accommodate this. The changes will be implemented as soon as the form is finalised. 

The users were asked if anyone has had a positive experience importing or exporting fish over the last 2 years. It was noted that it has been very expensive and there isn’t money on the grants to pay for shipping costs despite being mandated to share by the funders. MS found an approved courier in 2020 which were cheaper but due to leaving the EU and administrative issues, cannot currently be used. BS suggested raising the issue at any upcoming Zebrafish meetings. NG reported on problems importing from America. MS suggested coordinating when trying to export. 

The Home Office are undertaking document audits alongside inspections of all establishments. The Governance and Welfare office will be ensuring everyone is adhering to Standard Conditions for Establishment, Project and Personal Licences. There is currently no date set for the audit. RF is currently updating SOPs and DOPS to update the MCMS database. MS noted that during a Personal Licence review, a record of crosses have to be shown. NG is happy to carry out a DOPS assessment to prove the user is still competent if required. To ensure MCMS is up to date, names of people in each lab and what procedures they perform in the fish rooms should be emailed to NG. A new licence holder will be required to complete training, have a DOPS assessment and then MCMS will be updated. 

The new instrument is up and running in Genetics, on the first floor. ST is happy to be contacted for details. 

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

9. Any Other Business
The Establishment Licence is being updated to reflect the change of NACWO to NG. It was requested that room numbers and buildings for anywhere that embryos and fry are being kept are emailed to NG to ensure these are on the Establishment Licence. This also applies to manipulation and how long they are being kept for. 

It was confirmed that the incubator should be moved back in the procedure room at PDN. 

A fry trial is currently being run due to the survival rate lowering after the diet had changed. An experiment is being carried out to compare the current diet with the diet being used at AMB. Development and growth rates will also be monitored. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]MS will schedule a meeting to discuss injectors. 

Date of next meetings: 
Thursday 8th September 2022 – 13.30
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