Early Ear Notching – Update and Feedback so far
Colony Management April Meeting Minutes
There were a few groups represented here who do notch/ have notched at 10d old.
Hints and tips for consideration when engaging with NVS/ NACWO re justification:
· Before eyes open, which may be less stressful.
· Pups are calmer, therefore minimal restraint required; smaller amount of ear easier to collect.
· Take a crescent-moon of ear tissue – line up 1/3 of the circle punch, which grows into a half-moon post weaning.
· Use less bulky ear punches to enable visualisation of the 1/3 circle to cut, and make sure they’re sharp.
· This is still usually enough tissue for genotyping.
· For when there is a need to genotype pups early – genetics or colony management, etc.
Other Suggestions:
· Ensure ear punch cleaned between animals to reduce cross contamination
Justification Forms:
· 3 forms completed and signed off so far
· Reasons for notching early given are:
· Nulls of a particular strain are runted and show prewean lethality so they are notched between days 10 and 14 so that they can be Sch1 before p18
· To select desired genotype – homs – early to allow them to have the best chance to survive as other littermates often out-compete them. 
· Animals that undergo surgery at day 0-2 need to be identified as will undergo different treatments. Non-invasive methods used until day 10 when fur grows and then ear notching replaces pen marks.
