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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
31st August 2021 – 2.00pm – MS Teams

Present: David Belin (DB) (Chair), Bjorn Johan Alsio (BA), Emma Eastwell (EE), Kim Evans (KE), Andrew Murray (AM), Keith Savill (KS), Christina Thompson (CT), Emma Eastwell (EE) Julia Becker (JB) Toni Taylor (TT), (GL) Gemini Chu (GC) Jasper Poort (JP) Christine Riches (CR) France Dearden (FD) Jenny Watson (JW), Ewan St, John Smith (ESS), Mark Evans (ME), Irene Cimino (IC) Eva Kreysing (EK), Fabian Grabenhorst (FG)


Apologies: Tony Coll (TC), Henri Bertrand (HB), Alan Graham (AG),

Minutes: Written by Toni Lund

Mentioned: Karl Wilson (KW), Jenny Morton (JM)

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Mira


1. Minutes
The previous minutes were approved. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
DB informed the group of a meeting he attended in June where it was discussed that UBS are producing templates for SOP’s and study plans. This is to reduce the time it takes for users to create their own for some of the most common procedures. DB has received no further updates on this. DB spoke about his negative experience with the new way of working with the pool of HO inspectors. DB mentioned that the anatomy facility is possibly closing in the near future. KS confirmed there had been discussion but nothing has been finalized. ESS asked if anyone with any concerns can feedback to DB and/or KW. ME requested further clarity on the situation with equipment within the CAF and how it is used and can it be used. ME would also like further information regarding surgery bookings and how this is done correctly as he has experience a minor issue recently. GC confirmed that Ben organizes the bookings for surgery; Ben has the calendars he speaks with the users about their requirements. 
ESS asked if UBS has sent any communications to the heads of departments in the School of Biological Sciences regarding the closure of anatomy as he feels it is extremely important all parties involved in the use of the facility are aware of plans. DB noted that using activity levels over the last 2 years to judge the usage of the anatomy facility would be problematic as usage dropped due to the pandemic and decisions on the future of the facility should not be based on number’s during this time. 
3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing – CAF are now fully staffed. There has been successful recruitment to a supervisory cage wash technician post, which has proved to be a huge success. 
Anatomy – Fully staffed. 2 of the technicians were recently named as 3Rs champions for their work on a primate enrichment booklet and acclimatisation for rat transport boxes. There is information about this on the 3Rs website.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Occupancy-  CAF- 37% occupancy with rats representing 2% of that figure. There are also 5 colonies of mole rats.
Anatomy – 18% capacity with rodents with the 6 NHP. 
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc. All refurbishment work has been completed. New cage wash installation taking place on the 6th September this work is planned to continue for 2 weeks. All researchers have been provided with a time line of the noisy work to take place so everyone is aware of what sort of noises to expect and when. Surgery room modifications in the mouse area are being completed this also starts on the 6th September and work on this will be done on a couple of dates in October. 
Anatomy – There is nothing new to report and there are no problems with any equipment. An application has been sent to ASRU to change the use of one of the 2nd floor labs for surgical work. 
· Health, Safety and Security - The perfusion table is being replaced after a recent health and safety issue. Estate management are looking in to replacing the lighting in the CAF. It is hoped that this work with start in February 2022.
· General Administrative Update – Access to the animal holding rooms is being reviewed there will some guidance circulated in the coming weeks detailing the proposed plans. MCMS task system is working well GC asked if users can be midful of the timings of husbandry tasks when they are submitted as most husbandry takes place on a Monday and Tuesday if it is possible to submit some of these tasks later in the week that would be a huge help to the technicians.
· Report from Named Persons Committee – Changes to the AWERB system have happened, extra AWERBs have been out on and virtual amendments have been taking place. Non Reg forms no longer need to wait for AWERB approval, these can now be signed by the NACWO and NVS of the facility. If there is a need to seek HO advice about keeping an animal on an experimental procedure where conditions may have been breached the NVS can make a decision on this if it is over the weekend. Focus groups have been taking place to define the return of procedures process. They have been refining how the MCMS reports are presented to the users. 
· Requests for facilities
2 users from anatomy, 1 user from pharmacology, and 1 other new user has requested space. EK asked if there is enough space at CAF to move all the animals over from anatomy. GC confirmed there is the space to house the animals. 
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications


4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Health screens that were carried out in February came back positive for Tizzers. Additional samples were sent off which came back negative. These tests were carried out in the rat room where it was originally found and also in the mouse corridor. In May, results came back positive for killerman rat virus and rat minute virus from one of the rat rooms. New samples have been sent off and the results are still pending. The CAF facility is positive for MHV & pinworm GC and the team and looking at how the burden of MHV can be alleviated 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Circulated prior to the meeting

6. User Reports

ESS thanked GC and her whole team of staff for all their hard work during the pandemic with keeping the facility going. 

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

8. Any Other Business


Date of next meetings: 
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