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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Wednesday 12th January 2022 – 2 pm MS Teams

Present: (Chair), David Belin (DB), Ewan St. John Smith (ESJS), Amy Milton, Karl Wilson, Christine Riches, Alan Graham, Jasper Poorts, Jenny Watson, Allan Herbison, Jonathan Tesh, Sophie Wildman, Guy Brown, 

Apologies: Keith Savill, Tony Coll,

Minutes: Toni Lund

Mentioned: Mary Ann Hanskings


University Biomedical Services User Committee – CAF

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 31st August 2021 were approved. 
2. Matters arising
DB asked ESJS about a meeting he recently attended with Maggie Gentry in the context of the activities of the Academic Advisory Group. The group is there to enhance communications between all the stakeholders involved in animal research. 
Outcomes of these meetings are that there has been a recent recruitment drive for more core scientists to assist with AWERB and this is now complete. There will also been more changes coming to how AWERB meetings are run and this will be communicated in due course. 
KW informed the committee that the dates for the Town Hall meetings have been moved to try and make things easier for information to be disseminated to the correct people and they will now be three or four weeks after UBSGS. 
JP asked if it would be possible to send out an email to all the animal facility users to explain the structure at UoC and detail the different committees that there are and their purpose, so everybody is aware of where to direct their queries.
3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
The issue of the closure of anatomy not being as widely discussed as some would have liked was discussed at FOM. DB has been informed that it was not a decision made solely by UBS and other parties were consulted during the decision-making process. As of October 2021 UBS will have ownership of MCMS, alongside the University of Oxford. The use of MCMS has been a success. MAH was thanked for all of the hard work she has put in on the MCMS system and suggested that her name be put forward for a professional award, a suggestion strongly supported by all the attendees.
DB asked for information on the staff performance monitoring process. 
Facilities Manager’s Report 
· Staffing
JAF is fully staffed 1 member of staff in isolation due to Covid but there are processes in place to ensure this work is covered
CAF – Vacant T3 position
GC introduced new NVS Jonathan Tesh
· Occupancy
JAF – 18% rodents 6 NHP
CAF – 37% (Mouse 36% - Rats 1%)
Mole rats – 5 Colonies
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
JAF – The freezer that is used for cadavers has stopped working, a temporary replacement  
Has been sourced and a new one is being looked for.
CAF – New cage wash work is complete. Mouse surgery room modifications have 
been completed. Work to fit 2 new perfusion tables has been delayed this will hopefully be completed mid-February 2022. PAT testing was completed in September 202. Wi-Fi upgrade has been delayed. Estate management are planning on replacing Major plant equipment.
· Health, Safety and Security
JAF - Covid risk assessment and guidance are in place and still being followed by everyone
CAF – Covid risk assessments have been reviewed to allow users to access holding rooms. UBS health and safety audit due to take place 23rd February.
· General Administrative Update
JAF – Animals that have been arranged for teaching are being housed in Anatomy for the time being
CAF – There has been some issues with diet supply for the past year and therefore we will be changing the supplier of diet. All users will be consulted before any changes are made. 
There will be some changes to biosecurity measures within the holding room. All staff will now be spraying their hands in between cages. A hand disinfectant is to be used and there will be dedicated room lab coats to try to reduce the close contact contamination. 


· Report from AWERB Operations Committee

· Requests for facilities

· Non-Regulated Procedure applications

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
JT introduced himself. It was reported that there has been very little change in the health 
Screening results.

5. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. SW informed the committee of the new email address for SC18 Reports. There is also a new email address for the licence managers. There is new return of procedures information available on the UBS website

6. User Reports
DB discussed recent communications with HO regarding new PPL applications. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Users are not fully satisfied with the new rules in CAF regarding changing clothes and the associated set-up of the changing rooms. GC informed the committee that the change was made to improve the biosecurity and protect the animals and also from the animal allergen perspective. There are cubicles for users who wanted privacy for changing. This argument was challenged by DB. GC is happy to have a discussion outside of the meeting if there are personal issues. 
CR asked if people can be more mindful taking empty cages into the cage wash and think carefully about how they are being stacked. Can users also be reminded that there is a space there designated for the water bottles? 
GB asked for further information about the reasons behind requesting non-regulated work. KW has offered to discuss this further away from the meeting. 

7. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

8. Any Other Business
There is now a Moodle page for the CAF users and an online induction for new users. Refresher course were discussed.

Date of next meetings: 
Wednesday 25th May at 2:00pm
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