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Tuesday 7th January, 2pm, Bryan Matthews Room

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present: Karl Wilson (Acting Chair) (KW), Gemini Chu (GC), Michiel Plugge (MP), Hayley Forest (HF), Amelia Phillips (AP), Fabian Grabenhorst (FG), Amy Milton (AM), Ewan St. John Smith (ES), Angie Fleming (AF), Audrey Hay (AH), Pauline Kerekes (PK), Sophie Garnham (SG), Rachel Watson (RW), Geula Hanin (GH), Nigel Wood (NW), Su Young Han (SH), Shel Yeo (SY), Edina Gulacsi (EG), Tony Coll (TC)

Apologies: David Belin, Alan Graham

Minutes: Sarah George

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Combined Facility

1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2019 were approved. 

2. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
Angie Fleming (AF) reported that users do not feel like they are receiving a service. It has been found that there is little or no feedback from the FOM meeting and queried if there could be an interim report based on the actions being taken. Karl Wilson (KW) encouraged users to contact the Directorate directly and advised that email addresses for this will be disseminated. The anonymous Comments and Questions box on the UBS website can also be utilized. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
i. Staffing
Anatomy is currently fully staffed, they have four animal technicians and one service technician.
Combined currently have a Level 3 role open for which they are re-advertising. All new starters are doing well and Gemini Chu (GC) will be starting full time from 13th January. They are hoping to be fully staffed by March. 

ii. Occupancy
Anatomy’s total occupancy is at 60%, 10% of which is for rodents. 
The occupancy at Combined is currently 60% with one tank of frogs. 

iii. Equipment
A new oxygen exchange unit has been purchased to replace the cylinders in the small theatre. A new custom built warming cabinet has also been ordered. 
Combined are still having issues with their cage wash. KW confirmed a tender is out and might have a cage wash available for which the are awaiting a survey. If successful, this will be installed in February. 
There are current Wi-Fi problems in the basement, GC is working with the IT manager to resolve them. 
A new washer/dryer has been installed.

iv. Health, Safety and Security 
There have been delays from the maintenance team being able to meet requests but it is not a major concern. Combined confirmed that they use Estate Management and GC queried if Anatomy could also use them. 
Combined will have their equipment PAT tested in the next couple of months, a recharge will be sent out. 
One incident has been reported since the last meeting where a rat rack fell on a technician. A report has been written and advice has been given to the users involved. 

v. General Administrative Information
Amita Shortland (AS) has been named as the new Home Office Inspector. 
The end of the Personal Licence billing year is approaching so it is worth waiting until 1st April for new licence applications otherwise a whole year will be charged. 
Study plans on the MCMS database are going well, all feedback is welcomed. Paper study plans are being phased out.

vi. Report from AWERB Operations Committee
Users are encouraged to update their Camtral records. 
There is a Train the Trainer course being held on 29th January and a Nominated Assessor course on 25th – 27th February 2020. 
The UBS Science Festival team are looking for researchers to volunteer for their stand in March. 
Anne-Marie Farmer (AMF) is working with the Home Office to produce some protocol templates for the new ASPeL system. The Home Office are not writing guidelines as the system is supposed to be intuitive. However, AMF is updating the Project Licence Drafting Course to include extra guidance. 
Personal Licence reviews are ongoing. Any species or category not used within five years should be removed from the licence. 

vii. Requests for facilities
There has been a request from IMS for cage space. GC is at the beginning of discussions with them about their requirements.

viii. Non-Regulated Procedure applications
Biochemistry and Pharmacology’s teaching practicals have been approved for this year but are continually under review. 
Combined have received a Non-Regulated Procedure application from Dr Haenzi for single housing in a specialized cage but has now been moved to their Project Licence as it has been approved. 

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
The health status has remained the same. 
Michiel Plugge (MP) advised that as there is a new BREXIT date there could be a delay in importing animals. 
GC queried the methods for health screening, these are still being looked into. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
Report circulated prior to the meeting.

6. User Reports
None

7. The 3R’s
Report circulated prior to the meeting. 

8. Any Other Business
Ewan St. John Smith (ES) advised that he has recently had a small amendment go through the new ASPeL system quickly. The track changes did not work but he submitted anyway and was able to add a comment to the system. It was noted that AS has been good at approving applications quickly. KW encouraged users to keep reporting queries and problems as they are being passed on to the Home Office. 

Date of next meetings:
6th May 2020 – 2pm 
22nd September 2020 – 2pm
11th January 2020 – 2pm
[image: ]

image1.jpeg
“g“ UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image3.jpeg
UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image2.jpeg




