	Things to consider:
	 

	Sexual Maturity
	Can start as early as 5 weeks. Optimal age to set up for breeding is 7-8 weeks old. Ensure male and female/s are of similar size when pairing. 

	
	
	

	Economic Breeding Life
	6 Litters or 6 Months of age, after this time quality of the pups and litter size generally decreases.
	

	
	
	

	Litter Sizes
	Outbred 8 or more pups. Inbred, GA between 5-7 pups
	

	
	
	

	Genotype
	This can influence how successful breeding is, there could be an adverse phenotype.
	

	
	
	

	Experience
	It isn't uncommon for first time mums to become stressed and experience total litter loss, but there could be other issues if this is frequent.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Health
	Are the parents now too old? Overweight, underweight? Is there a pattern of health concerns in the litters such as malocclusion or eye opacity?
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Breeder Checklist


[image: ]A nose to tail check should always be performedMales’ penis and testes are free of wounds and both testes are present and free from deformities.
Teeth are aligned and not overgrown
Females do not have a vaginal septum
Females’ teats are all present and do not show any deformities
No eye issues present. Eye issues can be hereditary. (determined by genetic factors and can be passed on from parents to their offspring)
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