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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 12th May 2022, 15:00 – MS Teams

Present: Dino Giussani (DG) (Chair), Alan Graham (AG), Matthew Nolan (MN), Michiel Plugge (MP), Miguel Goncalves (MG), Kourosh Saeb-Parsy (KSP), Rachael Crew (RC), David Trajkovski (DT).

Apologies: Keith Savill (KS), Aaron Southgate (AS), Karl Wilson (KW)

Minutes: Toni Lund

Mentioned: Scott Gentle (SG), Sharon Pickering (SP), Rebecca Morgan (RM), James Riches (JR). Micaela Steyn (MS)


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Barcroft

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 4th January 2022 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
DG discussed the need to increase the use of the Barcroft facility with the committee. The school of biological sciences is now split into five research themes, one of which is to increase awareness of facilities available across the university. One of the other things being done is facilities Friday, which is an opportunity for facilities to showcase what they have to offer. The Barcroft is signed up to this but has been unable to participate actively due to other commitments. 

Next week, there will be an email circulated to introduce Kajsa Bigeat, hired as the new Strategic Planning and Collaborations Manager for the University Biomedical Services department to assist with the current and future development of all UBS facilities.

Action: DG to meet MN to discuss moving forward with taking part in facilities Friday
Action: Source a list of researchers using large/farm species.

Chairs Report  (from the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 

Feedback from FOMC – The Home Office has updated its practices over previous months. A concern within UBS is the scheduled audits by the Animals in Science Regulation Unit (ASRU). It is unclear what the Home Office require. The process is likely to be a significant administrative task. A rating system will be implemented, including levels such as “needs improvement”. They will looking at whether procedures and SOPs are in place and what processes are in place to ensure animals are never without food or water. DG asked the committee to be aware that UBS may be audited in 2022.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
For the most recent period, the Barcroft Centre has generated an income of almost £160,000. This is an increase of £23,000 from the same period last year. 

3. Facilities Manager’s Report 
The report was circulated before the meeting

· Staffing
· RM has started in a G3 post as a replacement for SP, who resigned. 
· MS has filled the G2 post previously held by JR. 
· SG has slowly returned to regular duties after his operation in 2021.
· Occupancy
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.

· Health, Safety and Security
Several issues previously raised with Estate Management have started to be addressed. The 
Barcroft will have a Health and Safety audit on the 7th of July. All users who use chemicals must 
make sure their COSHH forms are up to date and any risk assessments for procedures particularly 
manual handling ones are also up to date. The security alarms have been going off at night. Security 
have been coming out for every alarm. It was initially thought there were issues with the doors and 
the sensors not aligning but this has been looked at and the alarms are still be activated. Chubb 
has been asked to come and look at the alarms but MN is still waiting for a date for a site visit.

· General Administrative Update
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
· Requests for facilities
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
No concerns to report. An NVS report will be circulated after the meeting. This covers some 
Updates about the SC18 reports and an updated version of the bridging ways of working. AG informed the committee that several animal welfare organizations including, LASA and RSPCA have raised concerns with HO about the changes and the lack of contact with a HO inspector that knows the establishment and the users. People have been invited a meeting with the minister to discuss these concerns. 

5. Named Information Officer Report
The report was circulated before the meeting
No comments
6. User Reports
None

7. The 3R’s
The report was circulated to the committee before the meeting.
No comments

8. Any Other Business
KSP informed the committee that he is amending his PPL to perform recovery experiments so will soon be booking more time in the Barcroft. 

MG raised the issue of the generator at Barcroft. This has been going for over a year and has still not been resolved. Craig Forest started as a maintenance engineer and will be assisting MG sort of lots of things there is not time to do otherwise. From next month, MG will be the radiation advisor and safety office for the Barcroft. 

Date of next meetings: 6th September 2022

	[image: ]
image1.jpeg
“g“ UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image2.jpeg
UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

University Biomedical Services




image3.jpeg




