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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Tuesday 7th September 2021, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Dino Giussani (DG) (Chair), Tahera Ansari (TA), Miguel Goncalves (MG), Matthew Nolan (MN), Keith Savill (KS), Paul Sibbons (PS), Aaron Southgate (AS), Sophie Wildman (SW)

Apologies: Scott Gentle (SG), Alan Graham (AG), Karin Newell (KN), Karl Wilson (KW)

Minutes: Sarah George

Mentioned: John Dalton (JD), Anne Ferguson-Smith (AFS), Patrick Maxwell (PM), Anna Philpott (AP), Abby Fowden (AF), Jack Miles (JM), Kimberley Botting (KB)


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Barcroft

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 11th May were approved. 

2. Matters arising 
Matthew Nolan (MN) suggested meeting with Dino Giussani (DG) and Karl Wilson (KW) in the first week of October to discuss the Barcroft Centre’s new costs. DG noted this could have implications on a grant renewal application due to be submitted in mid-October and would prefer the meeting to occur as soon as possible.  

The generator shut down was discussed in the last meeting. Miguel Goncalves (MG) informed the group that several investigations had taken place on site. The problem is likely the control board on the generator itself. A test is required to confirm this. A new control board has been ordered, and a plan is in place to ensure the generator remains operational. 

Paul Sibbons (PS) noted that the GLP virtual inspection in May was successful, and the certificate should be arriving in due course.

3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
DG reported that the income from the facility this period is ca. £228,000. This is an increase of £16,000 for the same period last year.

John Dalton (JD), a consultant working on a university governance review, has been in discussions with the Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research about the idea of turning the Barcroft into a Pre-Clinical Sciences Unit. This would provide space for academics as well as other sources of income. JD suggested that those making the decisions could visit the Barcroft Centre. This visit will take place on Monday the 18th of October, but a time has not been set. DG will provide a site tour for Anne Ferguson-Smith, Patrick Maxwell, and Anna Philpott. It was asked whether CREO Medical could conduct a study on the day. PS and Tahera Ansari (TA) will not be present but could arrange videos to be playing. A training course being held on the 1st of October will be used for photos and videos. DG confirmed that the videos do not need to be longer than 1–2 minutes. 

Abby Fowden (AF) will be retiring at the end of September. AF has worked for the university for 45 years and has been an integral part of the Barcroft Centre. AF will be having a retiring symposium in 2022. PDN is arranging a retirement gift and is open to contributions. 

Three new group members are starting with DG on the 1st of October. Their names are Dr Mayumi Takano, Mr Jack Barry, and Dr Rachael Crew.

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
MN circulated a report prior to the meeting.

[bookmark: _GoBack]MN noted the Barcroft are suffering from significant staffing issues. Three members of staff have been signed off, and Jack Miles (JM) will be leaving. MN is discussing a solution with KW. MN wished to thank JM for his considerable efforts at the Barcroft Centre over the duration of his employment with UBS, and wished him well in his future studies.

Complaints have been made regarding the volume of pigeons on-site and the mess they are making. MN will clean the arena after the merinos have left to see if the problem persists. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was not available. MN noted that the post-mortem report for a DG study lamb has not yet been received. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. Sophie Wildman (SW) was welcomed to the meeting as the new Named Information Officer. 

7. User Reports
None

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.

9. Any Other Business
After being part of DG’s group for eight years, Kimberley Botting (KB) will finish at the end of September. DG wished her well for the future. 

Date of next meeting: 4th January 2022
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