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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Tuesday 6th September 2022, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Dino Giussani (Chair), Rachael Crew, Debs Flack, Miguel Goncalves, Matthew Nolan, Michiel Plugge, Paul Sibbons, Aaron Southgate, Karl Wilson

Apologies: Alan Graham, Kourosh Saeb Parsy, Keith Savill, Daniel Trajkovski, Sophie Wildman

Minutes: Sarah George

Mentioned: Kajsa Bigeat, Caroline Reynolds, Ann Chapman, Scott Gentle, Micaela Steyn


University Biomedical Services User Committee – Barcroft Centre

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on the 12th May 2022 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
Facilities Fridays will resume in October, and the Barcroft Centre will take part on the 24th February 2023. They have been arranged by the School of Biological Sciences to showcase facilities. The Barcroft Centre falls under the Reproduction, Development and Lifelong Health theme. 

MN is aware that UBS has a list of researchers using large farm species but has not been able to access the information required due to GDPR. MN has subsequently been asked to send out a letter to PILh asking for feedback on why users might not use UBS facilities but has received no response. KW suggested that the existing list would not be complete. It was suggested that the NIO could help generate a list by searching publications/talk to the research office. DF will action this and contact KW if any issues arise. Kajsa Bigeat is meeting current users and is scheduled to meet with the Heads of Departments, so this issue can be added to this list of discussion points. It was suggested that Dr Caroline Reynolds from the Research Office is contacted as she was involved in creating a worldwide advert for the Allan Centre at the Animal Health Trust. KB is working on website updates for each of the facilities. Once these are complete, they can be circulated around the University. There are two groups of people to consider; those who are doing large animal research away from Cambridge and those who are doing small animal research in Cambridge but would like to expand in to large animal work. 

3. Chairs Report  (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
For the most recent period, the Barcroft Centre has generated an income of £254,000. This is an increase of £26,000 from the equivalent time in the previous year.

The Physiological Society has been holding blue plaque events across the country to commemorate famous scientists and physiologists. Two have already taken place in Cambridge for Lord Edgar Adrian and Sir Michael Foster at the Physiology Department. The Chair of The Physiological Society suggested applying for one to commemorate Sir Joseph Barcroft. If the application is accepted, two plaques will be fitted, one at the Barcroft Centre and one at the Physiology Department. It could be made into a larger event by fitting a high relief plaque in the building and revealed on the same day. The Physiological Society would sponsor a dinner for 60 people to commemorate the event. The committee supported this idea.

It was queried how the Health and Safety inspection went. It was confirmed that the inspection is incomplete, and a report had not been received. The inspection covers COSHH forms, risk assessments, clinical waste disposal, labelling of fridges and freezers, emergency contacts, liquid nitrogen, gas cylinder handling etc. It is unclear when the inspection will be finished, but a report should be received before the next user meeting. 

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
· Staffing
Ann Chapman has now left. Scott Gentle is slowly returning to normal duties after recovering from surgery. Micaela Steyn has started in a grade 2 role. 
· Occupancy
65 new sheep will arrive in the coming weeks. Two new ponies have arrived. 
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Nothing was discussed.
· Health, Safety and Security
Since the last meeting, five incident report forms have been submitted. 
· GLP
An MRHA inspection will take place on the 27th September. The inspector will want to see SOPs and training records.
· General Administrative Update
Nothing was discussed.
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
Nothing was discussed. 
· Requests for facilities
Nothing was discussed. 
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
Nothing was discussed. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
Nothing to report. 

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
The next UBS Research Newsletter will be circulated on the 16th September. 
UBS will have a stand at the Big Biology Day being held at Hills Road Sixth Form College on the 15th October to talk about careers in animal research. 

7. User Reports
None. 

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting.
3Rs drop in sessions will be taking place in each facility, starting in the Gurdon Institute on the 15th September. These sessions, held by the NIO and an NVS, are to encourage more 3Rs initiatives. 

9. Any Other Business
None.

Date of next meetings: 
TBC
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