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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Thursday 4th January 2024, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Dino Giussani (Chair), Helen Cooper, Craig Forest, Alan Graham, Matt Nolan, Keith Savill, Aaron Southgate, Karl Wilson

Apologies: Michiel Plugge, Tahera Ansari, Damiano Barone, Paul Sibbons

Minutes: Claudia Cheadle

Mentioned: Marie-Aude Genain (MAG), Neil Bryant (NB), Damiano Barone (DB), Dr Teresa Tropea (TT), Ebony Harper (EH), Micaela Steyn (MS), Lola Mota Redondo (LMR), Scott Gentle (SG), Sage Ford (SF), Mark Elsdon (ME)


University Biomedical Services User Committee


1. Minutes
The meeting on 11 September 2023 was cancelled. The minutes from 22 May 2023 were accepted.

2. Matters arising
Points from September will be discussed on 04/01/2024.

3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
(DG) informed the committee that the facility had generated £353,884 in the period ending May 2023. The equivalent period in 2022 was £253,981 so the facility had made an increment of £99,903.  This confirms that income generation is markedly improving.
(DG) informed the committee that the facility had generated £ 431,995.15 in the period ending Sept 2023. The equivalent period in 2022 was £367,268 so the facility had made an increment of £64,726.  This again confirms that income generation is markedly improving.
The School of Biological Sciences runs Facilities Fridays, a lunchtime seminar series on the last Friday of every month to showcase a range of facilities and technical support services available to researchers in the School. On 30 June 2023, (MN) and (DG) gave presentations showcasing the Barcroft Centre. There was a lot of interest shown in imaging. During subsequent conversations between (MN) and (DG), it was mentioned that Marie-Aude (MAG) from the Department of Veterinary Medicine spent years raising funds for an MRI to be built on the West Cambridge site. The Department killed it after the money was raised for reasons unknown. (MN) to provide (DG) with (MAG) contact details. (DG) to contact (MAG) to discuss imaging.
[bookmark: _Hlk155275568]There are new faces at the Barcroft Centre. Neil Bryant (NB), who works with the ponies, has an equine herpes virus vaccination trial planned for 2024, a follow-up to work completed in January 2023 at the facility. Damiano Barone (DB) and his team, currently working at Mira, started using Pigs as a model in late 2023. Dr Teresa Tropea (TT), an obstetrician from Manchester, will work collaboratively with (DG) starting 8th January. (DG) also has a new PhD student, Skye Davison (SD). A temp from Agenda, Ebony Harper (EH), started at Barcroft on the 3rd of January to cover Micaela Steyn (MS).

4. Facilities Manager’s Report (see circulated reports) 
In brief,
· [bookmark: _Hlk155275748]Staffing: Lola Mota Redondo (LMR) and (MS) have resigned. Scott Gentle (SG) is on sick leave until at least 5th February. Sage Ford (SF) has passed his probation and is doing well in surgery.
· Occupancy: the numbers of sheep, equids, and pigs have remained the same from September until now.
· Health, Safety and Security: there are discussions with Mark Elsdon (ME) regarding containment levels for the upcoming work with the equine herpes vaccine. Is ‘containment’ in the animal recovery building (F176) sufficient, or is it necessary to house GM-vaccinated study groups in P10?

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
No report.

6. Named Information Officer Report
The report was circulated late. No comments.

7. User Reports
No report.

8. The 3R’s
Circulated before the meeting. No comments.

9. Any Other Business
(DG) requested an update on the Barcroft Centre floor repairs. (MN) stated the floor needed repair due to a water leak from the ice machine in the general lab space. The leak extended into both walk-in fridges to the exit door near the gas cages. The floor was lifted for phase one on the 15th of December, 2023, and would be reinstated on the 29th of January, 2024. Once the area had time to set and the first walk-in fridge was returned to temperature, the second fridge would need to be decanted, the floor removed and then replaced. There has yet to be a date set for the second phase of work. 
(DG) requested the lock on the surgery toilet door be fixed.
Helen Cooper (HC) introduced herself and reminded everyone that the training Centre is there to help with training and assessments.
10. Date of next meeting
The date of the next User meeting is Monday, 20th May 2024.
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