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Greenwich House
Madingley Rise
		Cambridge
			CB3 0TX
Monday 09th January 2023, 15:00, MS Teams

Present: Dino Giussani (Chair), Matthew Nolan, Keith Savill, Alan Graham, Michiel Plugge, Aaron Southgate, Miguel Goncalves

Apologies: Paul Sibbons 

Minutes: Fiona Cooper 

Mentioned: Debs Flack, Karl Wilson, Abigail Fowden, Kourosh Saeb-Parsy, Stephen Moore, Teresa Tropea.


University Biomedical Services User Committee – 

1. Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on 6th September 2022 were approved. 

2. Matters arising
MN had not heard from DF regarding the large animal users list. DG suggested this could be split into two groups, those researchers working outside of Cambridge and those within. DG suggested that compiling a list of small animal users interested in doing large animal work might also be helpful. 

Action: MN to liaise with DF for the large animal users list. 

MN confirmed that he was yet to receive the Health and Safety Inspection report and that this would come from Mark Elsden when ready. KS confirmed that although the report has yet to be received, everything important was discussed during the inspection. Findings have already been actioned from the walk-around. 

DG informed the committee of the Physiology Society’s Blue Plaque event, which would take the form of a two-day academic meeting in 2024. DG suggested that this would be an excellent opportunity to not only celebrate the work of researcher Prof Abigail Fowden (who has now retired) but also showcase the Barcroft facility. A grant of up to £10,000 is available for this event to support travel by speakers and a dinner event at a Cambridge College, which must be applied for by the deadline of the 1st of March. The committee supported this idea.

Action: DG to apply for the Physiology Society’s grant for the Blue Plaque event.  

DG confirmed that the School of Biology’s ‘Facility Fridays’ Zoom meeting with the Barcroft is coming up on the 24th of February. DG confirmed he would be giving a presentation but asked if one of the other users wanted to give a brief presentation. MN will speak to Kourosh Saeb-Parsy or Aaron Southgate about this. 

Action: DG to write to MN with a proposal for Barcroft’s ‘Facility Fridays’ zoom meeting. MN to liaise with other researchers regarding a presentation.  

3. Chairs Report (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee) 
DG informed the committee that the Barcroft Centre generated £367,268, an increase of £28,000 from the previous financial year (1st August 2021 to 31st July 2022). DG also informed the committee that a new grant has been awarded to Teresa Tropea in the form of £1.2 million from the MRC. Although Teresa works at the University of Manchester, she proposes two years of animal research at the Barcroft using 30 pregnant sheep. Preparation would need to begin before January 2024. DG confirmed he would inform MN of the details once he had them. 

Action: DG to send MN details of the Career Developmental Award regarding costs.  

4. Facilities Manager’s Report 
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. 
· Staffing
MN confirmed the theatre technician position was filled by Stephen Moore, who subsequently resigned effective 31st December 2022. A replacement will be sought.
· Occupancy
Nothing further discussed. 
· Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
Nothing further discussed. 
· Health, Safety and Security
There is a reduced amount of health and safety issues. MN requested that all groups that generate clinical waste please weigh and label each bag/bin before adding it to the PM room cold store. MN also reminded all groups that generate clinical waste to please sort their waste to save money. Also, any clinical waste that contains liquid and will leak should not be disposed of in a bag but in a bin.
· Estate Management 
There are now only three outstanding items which is a positive. 
· General Administrative Update
MN informed the committee that due to the additional costing/audit requirements of EU grants, anyone applying for work to be carried out at the Barcroft Centre must ask KW for individual costing to ensure the budget is set to allow for sufficient levels of detail to be kept and recharges made correctly.
· Report from AWERB Operations Committee
Nothing further discussed. 
· Requests for facilities
Nothing further discussed. 
· Non-Regulated Procedure applications
Nothing further discussed. 

5. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. MP reiterated that the UBS website is currently being reviewed and he encouraged users to feedback to him on its ease of use and/or anything they wished to see that wasn’t currently there.  

6. Named Information Officer Report
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. No further comments. 

7. User Reports
None  

8. The 3R’s
A report was circulated to the committee prior to the meeting. No further comments. 

9. Any Other Business
None 

Date of next meetings: tbc 
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