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RA2
University of Cambridge, general risk assessment form

	Describe the activity, experiment or area under assessment.

Movement of animals by hand between Home Office designated buildings/rooms on a University site (e.g. Downing Site - Combined Animal Facility – Pharmacology, Genetics or the Anatomy Building) This document must be read in conjunction with the Guidance on the Transportation of Protected Animals within the University(GTPA)


	List the significant hazard(s).1  
	Describe what could go wrong – that is, say who might be hurt and how.2
	Is the risk high, medium or low?3
	Please list the existing and/or intended control measures which will reduce the likelihood of all this happening.4
	Suggest here any further actions which may be beneficial.  Say who will carry them out and by when.

	Animals may escape. Possible release of GM animal(s).

Laboratory Animal Allergens (LAAs).


	Uncontrolled release of the contents of a transport box through dropping or from a collision with a vehicle

Exposure to laboratory animal allergens may cause an allergic reaction or anaphylaxis to personnel transporting animals or others in the vicinity or to those handling used transport boxes (waste handling).
	Low

Low
	Animal(s) are placed in purpose made secure animal transport boxes (GTAU Photos 4, 7).and promptly moved to the destination, designated area. If animals are to be moved outside of buildings transport boxes are to be used in conjunction with transport hold all provided by the Department (GTAU Photo 3)
Transport boxes are checked for secure closure or taped shut. This will also reduce the risk of exposure to animal allergens. 


	Animals should only be placed in transport boxes to be removed from a Biofacility just prior to the planned movement.  Animals should experience the shortest possible time in a transport box so as not to have the opportunity to gnaw or scratch their way out.

The use of holdalls across sites adds an additional level of security (GTAU Photo 3)
It is not always practical to use the UBS vans available to move animals between buildings on the same


	Reputational damage to the University
Exposure to extremes of temperature (heat/cold/wet/ice/wind)
	Animals may be injured if a transport box is dropped or damaged.

Animals may suffer through exposure to extremes of temperature
	Low
Low


	When travelling by foot, no other items are carried in addition to a single transport box or transport hold all bag at a time.  Transport boxes are not stacked when being carried.

The journey between buildings on foot is undertaken by the most direct route without stopping.

Transport boxes inside a transport hold all bag are sufficiently insulated to protect the animals from exposure to extreme temperatures or water which is why the most appropriate direct route should be taken. Animals are promptly checked upon arrival at their destination.

UBS has pre-bookable vans available to move animals across the University Estate.  This chargeable service must be used if the journey time on foot with animals being carried would be significantly greater than using the van.  
	Use of lifts where available to reduce the chance of tripping on stairs.

(The combined weight of hold all, transport box and animal will not exceed 1.3kg so should not cause fatigue)
Animals can be provided additional care in the transport box e.g. nesting material or water replacement (Hydrogel). Data from the worst case scenario is below. Neonatal animals being moved to designated areas for culling must be moved with sufficient insulation to enable them to maintain their body temperature.

(Over an 11-minute journey of less than 1 Km, by foot in an ambient temperature of 35.8 C the core temperature in the box within the hold all was on average 24.7 C with a maximum of 26.2 C)

At least one of the personnel undertaking the transport of animals by foot should be Schedule One competent for the species.

Suitable footwear should be worn in extremely cold or icy conditions

	Confrontation by third parties-altercation
	Third parties may question what is in a transport box.  This could lead to conflict.
This risk is increased when using or crossing public highways where there is a high traffic flow.

	Low
	For movement on foot, transport boxes are placed into an animal transport hold all bag which disguises the contents.

For movements on foot outside of buildings a minimum of two personnel is expected to accompany the animal(s).
UBS has pre-bookable vans available to move animals across the University Estate.  This chargeable service must be used if the journey time on foot with animals being carried would be significantly greater than using the van.  Transport within a vehicle reduces several risks.  Transport by van is secure and discreet.
	Animal movements between buildings will be very short journeys, less than 1Km which would be the maximum journey by foot. If there is intelligence of any local animal rights activity movements on foot are not permitted
Movement by van would always be the preferred method of transportation and by foot only when not practical to use a vehicle


	Slip, trip, fall or accident with moving vehicle (car, scooter, bicycle) or obstacle when traveling between buildings.
	Injury to personnel undertaking the transport through collision.
This risk is increased when using or crossing public highways where there is a high traffic flow.
	Low
	Extra care is always taken when moving animals.

For movements on foot outside of buildings a minimum of two personnel are expected to accompany the animal(s).
	At least one of the personnel undertaking the movement by foot should carry a mobile telephone and have contact telephone numbers for the source and destination of the animals.

Suitable footwear should be worn in extremely cold or icy conditions




	Important!  It is essential to check regularly that control measures specified in this risk assessment document are actually being used in practice.  Any specialist emergency or first aid procedures should be specified here. 
NACWO’s or unit managers must ensure that animal movements are undertaken following the Guidance on the Transportation of Animals within the University (GTAU)

	This risk assessment must be read in conjunction with the Guidance on the Transportation of Animals within the University (GTAU)

	Is special monitoring (e.g. hearing test, eye test, health surveillance) required?  If so, please enter details and also contact the University Occupational Health Service.
	What personal protective equipment (PPE) is required (e.g. overalls, gloves, respiratory protection, eye protection)?  You must ensure that any PPE specified is suitable for the purpose.

N/A as animals are contained in boxes and handled in well ventilated areas so the risk of exposure to LAA is negligible



Please complete this section to confirm that this constitutes a suitable and sufficient assessment of risk.

	Name of assessor
:
	Signature:


	Date:


	Name of supervisor:


	Signature: 
	Date:




This assessment should be reviewed regularly (usually every 12 months), or earlier if there is a material change to the process, the equipment, location or relevant safety technologies.  It should also be reviewed when new people are involved, or after an accident or incident has taken place.

	Reviewed by (name)
	Signature
	Date
	Indicate changes here5

	Alan Graham
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	15/05/2025
	Removal of the reference to the Joint Animal Facility and grammar & typo corrections

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1 A list of hazards is provided below to help you, but this may not be exhaustive.  If any of these hazards can be eliminated altogether, or can be reduced at source by making an inherent change then we must consider doing so.  Hazards in bold will also need an additional, more technical assessment on a specialist form -  please ask your Departmental Safety Officer or the University Safety Office for further advice.

High or low temperatures
High pressures

Chemical hazards
Biological hazards

Genetically Modified Organisms
Ionising radiations

Lasers


Sharp objects

Dusts



Work at heights


Animal houses


Magnetic fields


Machinery hazards
Electricity

Manual Handling

Noise



Vibration

Falling objects


Collapsing structures
Flooding

Slips, trips and falls

Asphyxiant gases

Flammable gases


2 Please explain how an accident, incident or health condition could arise.  We must consider all events which are reasonably foreseeable.

3 Please see the health and safety risk assessment handbook for further guidance on levels of risk.

4 When deciding on suitable control measures, you should ensure that you are complying with all relevant University policy and guidance documents, and that you have considered the hierarchy of control measures.  In order to comply with legislation, we must also take all steps which are ‘reasonably practicable’ to reduce risk.  This means that we should take all steps which are (in terms of time, cost and trouble) reasonable in relation to the reduction of risk achieved.

5 If changes are extensive, you will need to complete a whole new form, or attach a written amendment.  If there are no changes say so.
3

