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Please use this form to notify the Animals in Science Regulation Unit (ASRU) of procedural-related adverse effects that have exceeded or are likely to exceed the severity limitations or controls described in the project licence. ASRU will use this information to determine whether any further action is required.

Do not use to report:
· adverse effects that are due to non-procedural issues;
· potential non-compliance (report by other means);
· issues without adverse welfare consequences.

If you are in doubt whether or not you need to fill in this form, please contact your assigned Inspector.

Please clearly title your document: ‘ASRU_establishment name_PPL number_PPLh surname_date_sc18’ and send to your Inspector (e.g. using cjsm) with the subject heading ‘PPL SC 18 Notification PPL [Number]

	Establishment Licence name
	University of Cambridge

	Establishment Licence number
	X81BD37B1

	Name of PPL holder
	Amy Milton

	PPL number
	PA9FBFA9F

	Protocol no
	11

	Protocol title
	Appetitive (non-IVSA) behaviour with viral-based manipulations

	Severity classification
	Moderate

	1. Date of incident
	09/12/2019 

	2. Species
	Rat

	3. Brief details of study and how the limits or constraints  have been breached
	A male TH:CRE rat (B4/323 #343; MCMS ID M00329245) had to be culled after losing 20.4% of his bodyweight over a 4-week period. The PPL clearly states that rats will be given immediate access to additional food if they show 15% weight loss, but this did not happen in this instance. The rat showed no signs of ill health until the day it was culled, and on this day it was noted to have lost more weight than permitted by the PPL, hence it had exceeded the severity limits of the PPL. A possible non-compliance report is being submitted concurrently.

	4. Have you taken advice from the Named Animal Care and Welfare Officer/Named Veterinary Surgeon/others?
	One of the animal technicians in the Combined Animal Facility, Ben Jaggs, observed that the animal was showing signs of ill health and contacted the PIL holder, Dr Bjorn Johan Alsio. Dr Alsio immediately provided additional food but on realising the extent of the weight loss, the animal was culled by Schedule 1 method.

	5. Cause of Problem, if known
	Unknown – though it was noted at post mortem that the spleen was enlarged. Histological samples were collected and have been sent for analysis.

	6. Action that has been or will be taken
(For example, formulation of drug changed, supportive treatment given, study design modified). If no action needed, indicate why (for example, none required as study has been terminated and will not be repeated)
	Upon examination of the weight records, it became clear that the animal had been losing weight over a 4-week period, but this had not been noticed, particularly in the absence of any other signs of ill health. Weighing the animals had been delegated by the PIL holder to a PhD student. The PIL holder should have been monitoring the weights as they were collected.

In light of this, as PPL holder I have taken the following actions:
1. I have contacted all PIL holders to reiterate what can and cannot be delegated to non-PIL holders, emphasising that monitoring of weights requires an animal welfare judgement and therefore is the responsibility of the PIL holder.
2. I am now requiring all animal weights to be stored in the electronic MCMS (‘Mouse Tracking’) system, allowing others to have access to the weight records of individual animals. The graphical display of MCMS also facilitates interpretation of weight records. 
3. Dr Alsio will not be starting new experiments on my PPL for at least the next 6 months, and he is accepting supervision from other PIL holders in the lab until his current experiments are completed. 


	7. Reported by (name)
	Amy Milton

	8. Date
	16/12/2019
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