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Wednesday 22nd October 2025, 13:30 via MS Teams
Attendees – Elena Scarpa (Chair), Rue Jones-Green, Sophie Kimpton, Nicola Goodwin, Naoya Yamaguchi, Pilar Browne, Angela Fleming, Benjamin Steventon, Helen Cooper, Milka Harris

Minutes – Leah-May Birch

University Biomedical Services User Committee - Aquatics
1. Minutes
A discussion took place regarding the increase in tank charges. Prior to SBS taking over, there was an agreement that tank charges would not increase annually. However, since SBS has taken over, it has been decided that the charges will now increase each year. The committee agreed that a system needs to be established to account for inflation, as this presents challenges when completing grant applications and the UBS Costing Tool does not currently factor it in. It was suggested that this issue be raised at the next FOM Meeting to seek guidance on the appropriate process.
2. Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
Nothing to Report
3. Manager’s Report – Nicola Goodwin
NG’s report was sent prior to this meeting. 
NG shared that a quarantine facility is currently operating at AMB, with CEFAS required to sign off the licence to import. Once the licence is approved, importing of any fish under Reg15 can begin at AMB. Anyone wishing to import fish should contact NG to ensure all procedures are properly followed.
NG discussed a new process for enabling others across the UK to use the quarantine service. The aim is to encourage sharing of lines, reduce the number of fish imported into the UK, and support Cryopreservation and IVF. This approach should allow lines to be frozen and stored at the University of Cambridge, making them available for sharing with others. NG will circulate the details of this process.
4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS) – Sophie Kimpton
SK sent the NVS report prior to meeting. No further updates were made. 
5. Name Information Officer Report (NIO) – Rue Jones-Green 
RJG sent a report prior to the meeting. 
RJG shared that AstraZeneca are holding an Invivo Event on the 27th November 2025 and are looking for any researchers who would to share their Invivo work. If this interests, reach out to RJG. 
6. User Matters
The rules about moving fish was discussed. It was confirmed that if the fish are under 5 DPF,
you can move them yourself however public transport cannot be used due to higher chances of 
accidents. If the fish are over 5 DPF, a courier is required. A movement form still needs to be 
completed and sent to NG as this holds all the information required. NG is to resend the form 
and handbook to the committee. 

The maintenance of the injectors was discussed, and it was agreed that having one 
designated point of contact from each lab would be beneficial for addressing any 
equipment issues.

7. AOB

It was confirmed that if anyone has any issues with notifications from ARMIS, reach out to NG.

PB confirmed that there should be an agenda point for ‘Training’ for these meetings as this
has been previously discussed and confirmed. 

PB shared the new NTCO email address which is UBSNTCO@admin.cam.ac.uk.

It was requested that when planning training, a DOP should be in place and encouraged that it 
be completed at the start of the process.

The next Training and Assessment Webinar is taking place on the 4th December 2025.

The next Researcher Assessor Course is taking place on the 5th February 2026.

It was also confirmed that any courses that need completing, should be done through UBS
unless UBS do not provide them. It was also suggested by the users if tailoring and 
amendments could be made to some of the modules and courses to be tailored more to 
fish, this is to be looked into.

 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 13:00.
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