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	Minutes

Date: 20/01/2026
Time: 1pm
Present: Elena Scarpa (Chair), Nicola Goodiwn, Lucinda Wood, Sophie Kimpton, Lisa Luke, Giulia Rinaldi, Stephanie Telerman, Benjamin Steventon, Rue Jones-Green, Diane Hazlehurst, Angela Fleming 
Apologies:
Minutes: Leah-May Birch

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Aquatics
1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting have been accepted.

2. Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
ES shared that she recently attended an informal user meeting where the pricing of fish was discussed. It was confirmed that this remains an ongoing issue that needs to be escalated. It was agreed that costs should be benchmarked and clearly justified. Discussions on this matter are ongoing.

At the FOM Meeting, it was also raised that some users requiring special training and arrangements have experienced delays in communication regarding training and assessments. It was noted that this issue appears to primarily affect mouse users however the importance of clear and timely communication was emphasised. 

3. Facility Managers Report
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. NG confirmed that the benching work at PDN is scheduled for August 2026 and has been fully blocked out. 

The Aquatics Manager role has been advertised however in the interim, NG will remain available to provide support and will continue to do so during the handover period once the post has been filled.

NG also confirmed that the newly introduced quarantining method has been working very well and has shown positive engagement. 

i) Staffing
ii) Occupancy
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
iv) Health, Safety and Security
v) General Administrative Update
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. Zoe Thomas will become the primary NVS for the aquatic facilities across UBS. This transition will begin in February 2026. 

5. Named Information Officer Report and 3Rs Report
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. RJG confirmed that the winter newsletter has now been published.

RJG also confirmed that she is in the process of planning CamFest, which will take place on the 28th and 29th March 2026. Researchers and technicians interested in volunteering at this event are encouraged to contact RJG. 

6. User Matters
The injectors in the PDN aquarium were discussed, as it was confirmed that only one injector is currently operational. The PDN maintenance team will investigate and resolve this issue. The ongoing proposal to nominate one point of contact from each lab for injector-related matters was raised again and remains an ongoing action. 

Wildtype fish were discussed following issues recently encountered by ES. It was noted that relatively few users are currently working with wildtypes. NG confirmed that there are a large number of colonies at present, which has increased costs however the 12 week period is nearing completion, after which colony numbers and associated costs will be reduced. 

GR raised a query regarding Armis and the appropriate culling reason for a fish that has reached the age limit specified on the licence. NG confirmed that this should be recorded as ‘unrequired’. 

7. Training
LL confirmed that additional resources are being made available on the Training Centre’s website.

LL also confirmed that the next Train the Trainer course will be taking place on the 5th Mar h 2026, and the Researcher Assessor course is scheduled for 5th February and 18th June 2026. 

8. AOB 
ES raised a query regarding Agenda Security Screenings for visitors requiring short-term access. It was confirmed that if a visitor is accompanied at all times, no security screening is required, however, if individual access to the facility is granted, a security screening must be completed. 

Date of the next meeting: 12th May 2026
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