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	Minutes

Date: 12/05/2026
Time: 13:00
Present: Elena Scarpa (Chair), Giulia Rinaldi, Rue Jones-Green, Diane Hazlehurst, Angela Fleming, Zoe Thomas, Naoya Yamaguchi, Joao Nuno Santos Coelho, Keith Savill, Caren Norden, Damian Quigley, Pilar Browne, Selina Ballantyne
Apologies: Milka Sarris, Stephanie Telerman, Benjamin Steventon, Nicola Goodwin
Minutes: Leah-May Birch

University Biomedical Services User Committee – Aquatics
1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting have been accepted.

2. Chair’s Report – (From the Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
ES shared a suggestion that was proposed at the recent FOM Meeting regarding UBS hosting ‘Facility Fridays’ where researchers can showcase what they have been working on. This can be looked into. 

The ongoing conversation about the price of tanks was raised due to queries about how the prices are calculated and what can be done to minimise these prices where possible.

3. Facility Managers Report
The report was shared prior to the meeting. DH shared some staffing updates, and 3 positions have been advertised with 2nd round interviews taking place this week. There is also a temp to perm member of staff in place which is continuing to be successful.  

The Benching Project at PDN is scheduled to start on the 10th August 2026 for 2 weeks. 2 racks will be removed, one being a dark cabinet with this being scheduled for the end of July 2026. 

There is a planned electrical shutdown at PDN scheduled from the 24th-27th July 2026. A generator will be used during this time. The systems will also be serviced in the 28th July 2026.

Room IS330 at LMB has been shut down and the fish have been transferred into IN069.

Cryopreservation sessions will be taking place throughout June. Request sheets need to be completed by the end of the week.  

CEFAS have approved the moving of Reg 15 embryos into the CL2 lab at LMB. 

The process has begun of transferring ARMIS to a web based system. ARMIS will be shut down for up to 3 hours on the 3rd June 2026. All login details will remain the same and a new link will be shared. 

The AMB Reg 15 room has been shut to any new intakes.

There is also a new Reg 15 room at AMB which was previously a CL2 room. 

i) Staffing
ii) Occupancy
iii) Equipment – new/needed/problems etc.
iv) Health, Safety and Security
v) General Administrative Update
vi) Report from AWERB Operations Committee

4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS)
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. Nothing further was added.

5. Named Information Officer Report and 3Rs Report
A report was circulated prior to the meeting. RJG shared that the AWERB 3R’s Committee met monthly between January and April where they reviewed a total of 14 Retrospective Reviews, 1 Retrospective Assessment and 5 licences with severe protocols (4 new and 1 amendment). The Non-Regulated Procedures committee met 7 times during this time and have reviewed a total of 19 requests. Between January to April, there was a total of 101 Standard Condition 18 reports, involving 198 animals during this reporting period.

UBS took part in Cambridge Festival which was successful. RJG shared that more user input for the future would be beneficial. 

The 3Rs Strategy Committee are going to begin the identification of the 3R Champions within facilities. 

Drop-in sessions will be carried out over the next few months. These were delayed whilst the recruitment for the new NIO took place which has now been successful.

6. User Matters
AF raised the increased monthly charges with wildtypes. DH confirmed some researchers have stopped using them which has increased the prices. It was agreed for users to send what wildtypes are being used and are needed to DH for this to be looked into further with NG.

It was also noted that some lines of the wildtypes are not breeding well. This information is also to be sent to DH. 

The injector at PDN has now been fixed so is now operational. It was agreed that communication is required if the injector is not working to ensure it is fixed in a timely manner. This is an ongoing action. 

The microscopes in the procedure rooms at PDN are scheduled to be serviced.

AF spoke about a query raised by UBS regarding locked incubators for non-regulated animals. AF confirmed that card access is needed in order to access the lab so locked incubators may not be necessary. DH is to look into this with NG and provide further clarity and reasoning once received. 

7. Training
PB shared that the next Training and Assessment Webinars are taking place on Wednesday 20th May at 10am, Wednesday 17th June at 2pm and Tuesday 14th July at 10am.

The next Researcher Assessor Course is taking place on the 18th June.

The Training and Competency Supervisor role has been filled by Mia Watkins who worked at Gurdon previously. 

It was noted that a weeklong PIL Course which will include the exam is being explored. 

It was agreed that if anyone has any specific training needs that need to be accommodated, contact the training centre. 

8. AOB 
Nothing to report.

Date of the next meeting: 22nd September 2026. 
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