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Wednesday 5th February 2025, 13:30, MS Teams

Attendees – Nicola Goodwin, Keith Savill, Benjamin Steventon, Stephanie Telerman, Helen Cooper, Angeleen Fleming, Naoya Yamaguchi, Emily Cross, Milka Harris, Elena Scarpa, Rita Horvath, Leah-May Birch – (Minutes)

Apologies – None provided


University Biomedical Services User Committee - Aquatics

1. Minutes
The minutes from the previous meeting were all accepted. 

2. Chair’s Report – (From Facilities Operations and Management Committee)
There were no Aquatic updates from the most recent FOM meeting. Plans are still being discussed regarding the Downing Site renovations. 

The report from NG was shared prior to the meeting.

3. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report (NVS) – Sophie Kimpton
Nothing to report. 

4. Names Information Officer Report (NIO)
The NIO report was also sent prior to the meeting. Any queries, speak to Rue Jones-Green.

5. User Matters
NG shared that the Wild Types are not breeding well, and this is showing across all sites. It appears that the maximum breeding capacity is around 12-16 months before the poor egg quality is noticed. NG confirmed that new Crick stock was sexed the week of the 27th January 2025 for PDN with more Crick stock being bred in February 2025. The low breeding capacity age was discussed and the factors that could be causing this. Genotyping and Transgenics were suggested.

The Standard Protocol regarding breeding timelines was mentioned as this was changed to 18 months despite the fish being well to breed up to 24 months. This is being challenged to get more clarity on this.  

NG shared that the Home Office have said that the severity changes from mild to moderate regarding any death before 30 DPF on Fry Fish. This has also been challenged to the Home Office for some further guidance however NG is still awaiting a response. It was confirmed to carry on as normal until further answers are provided. 

6. AOB
AF shared information from a study which keeps sperm at room temperature for a month without causing any issues. This also allows the shipping process to be smoother and low-cost. It was suggested for this to be trialled, and feedback to be provided.  

HC reminded that someone competent in a procedure can train someone else with MCMS being updated to reflect this. 

Researcher Assessors and Train the Trainer Courses are taking place frequently, reach out to the training centre if you are interested. Monthly training and assessment webinars are also being completed.

NG shared that Zebrafish have been added to a list of concern when importing due to the possibility of them carrying a certain disease. This has created more steps in the screening process due to some screening companies not screening for this disease. More information for this is pending. 

Anyone who is having Armis issues, reach out to NG. There is a new form to complete, and these get sent to NG for her to review and action. 


The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 14th May at 13:30 via Microsoft Teams.
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