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Monday 20th October 2025, 10:30 via MS Teams
Attendees – Sarah Howlett (Chair), Julie Soffe, Laura Smith, Denise Scotland, Keith Savill, Evelina Sliauteryte, Fallon Miller, Kei Shuen Tang, Mary-Ann Haskings, Olga Sauchanka, Sally-Anne Thomas, Sam Jameson, Adam Pullen, Lisa Luke, Dee Hawkes, Amie Waller, Farah Siddiqi, Myrto Stylianou, Xiaoling He, Richard Tyser, Dean Pask, Hannah Mannering, Helle Jorgensen, Karl Wilson, Karolina Kostrzynska, Nick Dean, Mark Campbell, Judhell Manansala, Helen Cooper, Alex Petchey, James Harrison, Kim Evans, Victoria Lacey, Ryan Asby, Yexuan Zhu, Luis Fernando Cobar Zelaya, Ursula Martinez Garza, Keira Turner, George Giotopoulos, Diana Campos-Iglesias, Stavros Vagionitis, Yundi Hunag, Jamie Matthews, Morgane Colom, Xian Yu, Emily McCord, Amelia Phillips, Adiba Khan, Alexi Crosby, Clemence Blouet, Nisha Kuzhuppilly Ramakrishnan, Joao Duarte, Eerika Rasijeff

Minutes – Leah-May Birch 

University Biomedical Services User Committee

1. Minutes
The light/dark room conversion was discussed. It was confirmed that all documents have been sent to the Home Office, a response for this is pending. SH extended her thanks to everyone who was involved in this process.
The minutes from the previous meeting in May 2025 were accepted.
2. Chairs Report – Sarah Howlett
SH spoke about the new costing tool called WorkTribe and highlighted the added benefits for all users. KT noted some issues with the Excel spreadsheet after downloading it. If you experience the same problems and they continue, please contact the Finance Team for assistance.
SH noted that the Germ-Free space on Level 4 is currently underutilised and encouraged staff to make use of it where possible.
SH confirmed that George Giotopoulos will act as her deputy in her absence, including chairing these meetings when needed.
SH lastly expressed her thanks for the honour of being asked to speak at the ‘UBS 10 Year Celebration’.
3. Facility Manager Updates – Julie Soffe and Laura Smith
All reports were sent out via email on the 17th October 2025. 
JS shared an update regarding Room 0.18. This room was previously a Germ-Free room but from December 2025, it will be used as a CL2 room on Level 0. As the room requires card access, inductions will need to be completed.
JS noted that the fridges on Level 0 are cleaned every six months by the technicians, but it has been noticed that some items are being left unlabelled. JS reminded the group that all items must be clearly labelled, and any no longer required should be properly disposed of.
DS spoke about the launch of the Transgenics new Electroporation Service. There have been several successful completed experiments from this with further results pending. Costs are still being reviewed for this service, but updates will be provided. If anyone is interested in this, reach out to the Transgenics Team. 
LS shared that Adam Pullen has joined Level 2 for 3 days a week covering rooms 2.06, 2.07 and 2.13 whilst Hattie Suckling in on maternity leave. 
SAT reminded the group of the expectations around completing risk assessments, noting some recent pushback, and emphasised the importance of reviewing them regularly.
A Health and Safety Audit is scheduled for next year, and there may be requests for documentation in preparation. These are expected to be made around November 2025.
KS discussed the AMB Barrier Integrity Working Group, which was established in response to concerns about barrier integrity and the bypassing of existing rules and regulations. KS highlighted that anyone with queries should reach out for advice.
KW shared that Sam Jameson has taken on a new senior role as Director of Operational Resources within UBS. 
4. Named Veterinary Surgeon Report – Jo Keeley, Amelia Philips, Sophie Kimpton, Zoe Thomas
AP shared that the new NVS Zoe Thomas has now joined UBS and will be mainly based at AMB but is currently in the process of renewing her licenses. 
It was shared that the NVS’ and NACWO’s on Level 2 are in the process of looking at the use of analgesia at AMB. 
AP discussed how AMB has been operational for nearly 5 years and suggested that users check whether to bring in new stocks or refresh their lines. 
It was confirmed that results are pending for the most recent tests for Klebsiella and Chilomastix in room 2.08 on Level 2.
5. Named Information Officer Report and The 3R’s – Rue Jones Green, Alan White
The NIO Report was shared prior to this meeting. 
6. User Matters
HJ raised the topic of training for new staff and suggested that it would be helpful to have more information on the process. It was confirmed that relevant links are available on the UBS website.
It was also noted that training could be streamlined and made more efficient such as combining Schedule 1. 
DOPs were also discussed, as some users felt that DOPs for technicians and researchers should differ, given that certain items may not be relevant. JS and LS are meeting with the UBS Training Centre to discuss this. 
7. AOB
LL shared the new NTCO email address which is UBSNTCO@admin.cam.ac.uk. 
The next Researcher Assessors course is taking place on the 5th February 2026. 
The next Train the Trainer course is taking place on the 27th November 2025. 
LL requested that when planning training, a DOP should be in place at the start of the process.
KT requested an update on the Level 2 lockers, noting that some are still without keys and some locks that do not work. This ongoing issue has been flagged to maintenance and will be highlighted again. 

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 21st January 2026  at 9:30am.
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